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COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE
Architecture & Interior Design Programs

May 19, 2026

Jonathan Oswald, AIA, President
AlA Nebraska

335 N. 8th Street, Ste. A

Lincoln, NE 68508

RE: AIA Nebraska Architecture | Design Education Award Nomination Letter for Brian Kelly
Dear Mr. Oswald and the AIA Nebraska Honors & Awards Jury,

| am delighted to nominate Professor Brian Kelly for the AIA Nebraska Architecture | Design
Education Award. Having had the pleasure of working alongside Professor Kelly for most of my
26 years teaching at the University of Nebraska, | have witnessed firsthand his unwavering
dedication to advancing architectural education, fostering innovative design practices, and
supporting students at all levels. | have consistently been impressed by his innovative approach
to integrating emerging technologies and authorship—currently focusing on artificial
intelligence (Al)—into architectural design and education.

Professor Kelly’s research bridges the gap between traditional architectural practices and
cutting-edge Al applications. He is one of the earliest adopters of Al in the field of architecture
and design. His work explores how machine learning algorithms, generative Al models, and data-
driven processes can be creatively employed by architects to pursue novel ideas in form-making
and building production. His publications in top journals and presentations at national and
international conferences underscore his influence and leadership in this evolving discipline.
Most recently, Kelly co-edited the 2024 book Artificial Intelligent Architecture: New Paradigms
in Architectural Practice and Production. This book examines the use of generative Al and the
moment of its emergence, serving as a documentation of this pivotal time while pointing toward
a new future for the profession.

What is important here is not only the research and scholarship but also how Kelly engages
students with his speculative work and encourages them to experiment alongside him. Fostering
curiosity, accountability, and rigor, he guides design students toward exciting futures in
architecture and teaches them how to adapt to uncertainty with confidence and anticipation.

As an educator, Professor Kelly inspires students through his dynamic teaching style,
empbhasizing technological literacy and creative problem-solving. His mentorship has helped
shape the careers of many aspiring architects and emerging Al researchers, encouraging them to
push boundaries and explore innovative solutions. In the College of Architecture, he has taken a
leadership role in our transition from a program centered on design as a compositional exercise
to one focused on creative problem-solving. He led the creation of the foundational “Design
Thinking” course and now oversees the entire first-year d.ONE program for aspiring architects,
interior designers, and landscape architects.
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Professor Kelly has taught in many areas of the college curriculum. | would like to highlight his
seminar, Authorship and Agency in Design. Kelly frames this course as an exploration of current
themes and obsessions in primarily young architectural practices, contextualized within history.
The course examines the role of authorship in design and making from both historical and
contemporary perspectives. Given that authorship and “copyleft” approaches has long been part
of Kelly’s research agenda, it provides a valuable background for evaluating advances in Al. In
line with the course’s goal to explore the topic from a practice-based perspective, Kelly
emphasizes breadth over depth—offering an overview rather than a deep critical or historical
analysis. He incorporates his personal experiences and research into lectures to help students
internalize the subject and develop their own techniques. He demonstrates how personal
interests and obsessions can be translated into design strategies. While this approach may
initially seem to reduce critical distance, Kelly uses it intentionally to give students insight into
how architects develop personal approaches to contemporary issues in architectural practice.

His varied teaching methods keep the seminar engaging and prevent it from becoming repetitive
or dull. Students analyze key texts, relate contemporary practices to historical contexts, and
create new work to experiment with the ideas they are studying. Multiple opportunities for
active engagement promote focus and enthusiasm, even among students who might not
naturally gravitate toward traditional architectural theory seminars. Kelly is highly attuned to the
fact that today’s learners engage differently than past generations; he understands the
importance of meeting students where they are.

Kelly’s dedication to advancing architectural knowledge, combined with his collaborative spirit
and commitment to academic excellence, makes him an invaluable asset to the College of
Architecture. Beyond his academic accomplishments, he is highly respected for his mentorship,
collaborative approach, and contribution to groundbreaking research. He continually encourages
his students to push the boundaries of innovation while emphasizing the importance of ongoing
professional development. His ability to inspire students through engaging lectures,
collaborative and speculative studio projects, and critical thinking exercises exemplifies his
commitment to nurturing future leaders in architecture.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey L. Day, FAIA, NCARB

Professor of Architecture & Landscape Architecture
NAAB Past President

Founding Partner, Actual Architecture Company
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Teaching Areas

Beginning Design

Integrative Architectural Design

Theory of Architectural Representations
Contemporary Authorship and Copyright

Research Areas

Contemporary Authorship (Open-Source
Design, and Copyleft Culture)

Cold War Defense Architecture (Atlas-F missile
silo history and construction)

Theory of Architectural Representations
Critical Professional Practice

Beginning Design Pedagogy

Education

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Master of
Architecture (1999)

Thesis: “Fine Arts Magnet School” investigating the
relationships of culture to the definition of architectural
space, critical analysis of institutional architecture
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Bachelor of
Science in Architectural Studies (1997)

Certifications

Harvard Law School, CopyrightX 2022 -
Executive Education Certificate (2022)
Stanford University - Hasso Plattner Institute of
Design, Design Thinking Bootcamp (2013)

Professional Licensure & Membership
Architect, State of Nebraska, (2005)
NCARB Certificate 88084 (2005)
American Institute of Architects, 30208354

Academic Appointments

College of Architecture at University of
Nebraska-Lincoln (2009-present)

College of Architecture and Environmental
Design, California Polytechnic State University,
San Luis Obispo (2005-2007)

Hammons School of Architecture at Drury
University (2002-05)

College of Architecture at University of
Nebraska-Lincoln (1999-2002)

_biography
Brian M. Kelly, AIA, NCARB | Professor of Architecture

As an advocate for empowerment through education, Professor Brian M. Kelly mentors emerging
architects to be curious, empathetic, competent, architectural innovators. His pedagogy merges
accountability, historical awareness, technical architectural skills, and design innovation to solve
real world problems, while his research addresses contemporary issues that are impactful to the
discipline of architecture through the use of emerging technology.

Although Professor Kelly did not view architectural education as a possible career path
while enrolled in the Master of Architecture program where he held a continuous teaching
assistant position, an invitation to teach a design studio immediately after graduation ignited
a fire which continues to grow. He subsequently decided to pursue full-time teaching,
landing a tenure-leading role at Drury University’s Hammons School of Architecture. His
time in Springfield, MO was intensely focused on developing pedagogy through strong
mentorship. In 2005, as a result of a national search, Kelly was hired to rewrite and lead
the beginning design program at California Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo,
which was the 4th ranked undergraduate program in the nation at the time. This experience
developed skills in collaboration with a team of colleagues and allowed for space to design
a series of courses to establish a strong foundation for students in architecture. Eventually,
recruitment led him back to his alma mater, the University of Nebraska, where he has been
a faculty member since 2009.

As a senior faculty member in UNL's College of Architecture, Professor Kelly has taught
design at all levels of the curriculum as well as support courses focusing on design thinking,
design drawing, representation, and design theory. He is an engaged member of the
faculty serving as a mentor to both students and junior faculty. Currently, he is the d.oNE
Leader tasked with shepherding the common first year curriculum by overseeing course
assessment and redesign efforts. This program sets the foundation for all undergraduate
professional programs in the College to build on in the second year of instruction,
establishing baseline skills in design thinking, composition, computation, representation,
and historical awareness.

Professor Kelly is also a widely-known and respected researcher and practitioner with
dissemination occurring at international levels. His focus is in both contemporary authorship
(copyright and artificial intelligence) and Cold War defense architecture (documenting the
decommissioned Midwestern Atlas-F underground missile silos). His writing has been
featured in highly-regarded international journals as well as his book Artificial. Intelligent.
Architecture., published by ORO Editions and co-edited with Penn State’s Frank Jacobus.
Kelly’s creative activity in artificial intelligence has been featured in several exhibitions, print
publications, expert panels, and lecture series, and discussed through multiple podcast
interviews.

Representing UNLs College of Architecture, Professor Kelly is also deeply engaged in giving
back to the professional community of which he is part of in addition to internal service to
the College. Since 2018, he has been a Board Member of the Nebraska Board of Engineers
and Architects serving as Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary during those years. He now
serves the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) as Chair of Region
5 representing the states of Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South
Dakota, and Wyoming. He has also served on NCARB national committees including the
Education Committee, ARE 5.0 Item Writing Committee, Credentials Committee (National
Chair), Regional Leadership Committee, and the Policy Advisory Committee. Kelly’s voice
as an educator in these groups, where discussion oftentimes focuses on the value of
education in the path to licensure, is extremely important where the larger demographic of
participants favors traditional practitioners.

Most recently, Professor Kelly was awarded promotion to Full Professor, effective in August
2025, which is a testament to his ongoing and consistent accomplishments and dedication
to the mission of the University.
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_statement of contributions

Introduction

| am a licensed architect. | was trained to think and view the world through the lens of an architect and, upon graduation with my Master of
Architecture degree, my goal was to become a licensed, practicing architect. After holding a teaching assistant position through the entirety
of my Master’s degree, | was asked to teach a beginning design studio in an adjunct position while also gaining full-time professional training
towards licensure. This experience sparked a passion in me to teach. Although | went into academia full-time in 2002, | still reached my goal,
passing the Architecture Registration Examination and receiving my professional license in 2005.

I am a professor of architecture. My primary means of building today is to help form future architects. This is a responsibility | do not take lightly.
| have been engaged in education long enough to see former students succeed at a high level in the profession and lead design teams and
offices internationally. Serving on the Nebraska Board of Engineers and Architects, | now celebrate them upon earning their license. This is an
experience which | cherish deeply. | have designed several buildings, but | do not view them today with the same amount of pride | have when
| see a former student of mine successful and fulfilled in their career.

Recognized Excellence in Teaching through Engaged Pedagogy

Through 20+ years of full-time teaching, | have continued to refine my pedagogy which is the primary mechanism to experience my
contributions. As new technology is introduced and socio-cultural issues evolve, | find myself responding accordingly. Still, | have maintained
a consistent base to my pedagogy which is represented through the following three tenets.

Curiosity: The paramount trait | seek to foster in a student is their curiosity. Skills can be taught and mastered, and disciplinary knowledge grows
with time. One can largely assume students to have gained a high degree of technique mastery through engagement with an architecture
curriculum. Curiosity, on the other hand, is an individual pursuit that is fostered by creating an environment with room for exploration. This
results from the careful crafting of problem statements that encourage divergent, critical thinking. Modeling curiosity as an instructor, coupled
with my infectious excitement for the content, is contagious. All of this encourages students to find their voice.

Accountability: Simply stated, | never ask students to engage in work which | am not able to do myself or to coach them through. This extends
from representational techniques, computational and technology-based sequences, and the process for delivering a design as a licensed
architect. This approach mentors students while also fostering mutual respect, and has maintained my relevance through the years as | have
seen several new tools and processes introduced which have helped to further the discipline. While sometimes overwhelming, | have been
strategic to focus on the techniques which apply to the work | am interested in pursuing.

Rigor: Nothing worth having comes without cost or commitment. The education of an architect is no different as it establishes a base to build
upon through a professional career. It requires rigor through repetition of increasingly complex, problem-based learning exercises. As a vital
component to achieving this, | am a proponent of balance represented through a reciprocal relationship between hard work and commitment
to personal growth. | encourage working smart, establishing clear goals, schedules, and communication in both individual and team-based
work so a student’s life is not spent entirely in the design studio but also experiencing the communities we serve through travel and personal
development. Rigor is measured not in hours but through the degree of focus demonstrated in the process.

My teaching has been recognized through 13 individual teaching awards backed by an exceptional record of high teaching evaluations
throughout my career. | have mentored several students in projects which have been acknowledged by international awards programs. |
cherish seeing the work of my students recognized at the highest level.

Recognized Excellence in Research and Creative Activity

My research and creative activity can be categorized into two main areas: contemporary authorship and Cold War defense architecture. While
the topics are certainly distinct, | have utilized similar analysis, ideation, and representation methods throughout including digital collage,
point clouds from photogrammetry and LIiDAR, and artificial intelligence. This research is brought into the curriculum through design research
projects like the ICE (Ice Coring & Education) Silo design studio which brought together researchers from six colleges on the UNL campus
to work with students on the design of a research center to be located in a decommissioned Cold War missile silo. This project was funded
through UNL's Grand Challenges grant and brought unmatched learning opportunities to the two years of design studio participants.

Impactful Mentorship and Advocacy

My involvement with the College of Architecture’s Internship and Career Fair began in 2018. Since then, | have expanded the number of
attendees as well as the reach by inviting representation from a larger regional and national presence. In 2018, we were hosting approximately
40 offices over two days. In 2024, we expanded to 62 offices with hiring opportunities in 23 states. This expansion sees our graduates
represented nationally without reducing the impact they continue to have in the state of Nebraska. We have also expanded the student events
which surround the career fair including portfolio design workshops with local professionals, CV/resume development, and soft skills for
interviewing. Feedback from the offices indicate students are prepared, professional, and representing themselves well.

| also serve in several roles representing student mentorship or educational advocacy. Within the program of architecture, | am the NCARB
Architectural Licensing Advisor which, in conjunction with teaching our internship course, allows me to mentor students at the beginning
of their licensure process. In 2018, | was appointed to the Nebraska Board of Engineers and Architects by the Governor of Nebraska and
reappointed for a second five-year term in 2024. This seat is dedicated to a licensed educator in the College of Architecture. | have served on
the Board’s executive committee and volunteered for regional and national opportunities through NCARB. Through all of these assignments, |
have been part of national conversations regarding the future of professional licensure. It is important for an educator to be at the table when
these issues are being discussed since the education of an architect is a major component in the path to licensure.

2026 AIA Nebraska Honors & Awards Program | Award for Architectural/Design Education | Brian M. Kelly, AIA, NCARB, Professor of Architecture



_supporting materials

“Operating at the intersection of creative practice, education, and service contributions, Brian has constructed multipronged foundations that never
rest. Rather, akin to a metaphorical Swiss Army knife, he leverages and constructs his sustained contributions, as an intensely committed and all
systems go, juggernaut... a role model for those committed to critically creative practice and the positioned and transformational necessities of
architecture education. His ethical and moral compasses are located in deep histories and emerging horizons.”

Confidential External Reviewer for Kelly’s Promotion to Full Professor
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Summary of contributions, accomplishments, and recognitions in teaching/
mentorship, research/creative activity, and professional service

2 executive education certificates earned (Stanford University & Harvard Law School)
13 teaching awards

$15,600 in mentored student projects

23 awards for mentored student work

11 publications featuring mentored student work

9 exhibitions featuring student work

9 core curriculum courses authored or co-authored
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1 published book in the role of co-editor and graphic designer

3 chapters featured in a published, co-edited book

2 peer reviewed book chapters by invitation

8 peer reviewed journal articles

1 peer reviewed journal article by invitation

1 book review published in a journal

2 peer reviewed accepted topical conference sessions

26 peer reviewed conference papers with associated proceedings
8 peer reviewed awards for creative activity

7 online publications featuring creative activity

20 editorially selected publications featuring creative activity

9 invited exhibitions featuring creative activity

$202,325 in funded research ($149,900 as co-principal investigator)
24 invited presentations/lectures/podcast interviews

2 invited juror positions for state design awards programs

research/creative activity

11 professional leadership appointments in architecture

19 invited guest reviewer engagements at peer institutions

5 manuscript reviews by invitation

3 faculty search committees including Dean of the College of Architecture

8 years coordinating the UNL College of Architecture’s Internship and Career Fair

3 external reviews of dossiers for promotion and tenure at peer R1 institutions

47 letters of recommendation for students awards and graduate school admissions
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Outcomes and Impacts: International connections developed with professional offices and academic institutions (London, Bar-
celona), student awards for design and representation, exhibitions of student work, and meaningful mentorship relationships with
participating students due to the immersive nature of education abroad.

coveR PAGE

Ice Coring & Education (ICE) Silo

Proposol Type:

Directed to Themes:

Principal investigator:

Co-principal Investigators:

Collaborators

Proposed Project period:

Total Budget Request:

Outcomes and Impacts: Inter-College collaboration within UNL, funded research and student experiences, student awards for

Planning Grant

Science & Technology Literacy for Society
Climate Resilience

David Harwood
Lindsay Augustyn, Brian Kelly, Brandon Kreiling,

i s h
From 6 UNL Colleges: CAS, CEHS, CFPA, CoA, CoE, IANR
23 engaged colleagues; an open field for future additions
1June 2022 - 30 Nov. 2023 (18 months)

$149,993

Students working to bring new life to Cold War silo relic | Callege of Architecture | Nebraska 6/3/24, 1:08 PM
........... o NEBRASKA LiNCOLY

Students working to bring new life to Cold War silo relic

ISAAC ALVARADS, SARA LEE, DALTON
SEBLACER, ANDY V0 | UNVIERSITY OF
NEBRASKA-LINCOLN

ol

STRNERT WERIT ANARDS

b

design, student workshops on emerging technology with industry experts, dissemination of student work through conference
papers, journal articles, and international lectures.
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_supporting materials
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The Board

Brian Kelly, Jason Suelter, Alan Wedige, Lenora Isom, Brett Foley, Bruce Dvorak, Daniel Thiele,
Architect, Professional Architect, Architect Bostelman, Public Member Professional Professional
Chair Engineer, Vice- Secretary Professional Engineer Engineer
-------------- Chair Engineer
= Established in 1937 = Enforces The Engineers and Architects Regulation Act
= Eight members appointed by Governor Outlines the requirements for licensure as an architect
Four professional engineers (one UNL College of Engr. = Investigates violations of the Act
faculty)
Three architects (one UNL College of Architecture faculty) Many projects require the invelvement of professional engineers
One member of the public Ex.: Assembly or Educational IBC Classification: 1,000 s.f. or more

— STATE OF NEBRASKA BOARD OF
=- ENGINEERS AND ARCHITECTS

LICENSING
A ADVISORS —ai
NEWSLETTER

Outcomes and Impacts: Local leadership through the Nebraska Board of Engineers and Architects, student mentorship through
the NCARB Architecture Licensing Advisor role and teaching the ARCH 695 Internship course, professional leadership from local
to national through NCARB committees, and leading the UNL College of Architecture’s Internship and Career Fair for 8 years.
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“There is a spectrum of experiences when reflecting upon my time at University and the many
faces providing the kaleidoscope of life lessons. Some are forgettable, others are enjoyable.
And then there are the ones that supersede all others. Their influence carries on, the conver-
sations continue, the impressions will last a lifetime. There are those that teach, and those that
inspire - and Brian Kelly is one that carries a torch that ignites passion and possibility.

| truly can’t think of a better suited, deeper purposed individual to have championing the effort
of molding minds. A ‘timeless’ ambassador in the sense of recognizing that the needs of the
student extend beyond the curriculum and is unwavering in his pursuit - and the constant is a
confident focus on a student’s growth, unapologetically pulling them beyond their perceived
limits, and encouraging a new level of processing - internally, externally, architecturally.

As much as | would love to say that my experience was one of exclusivity, | know | am not
alone. Brian Kelly was the flint for so many of my fellow students over our collective collegiate
time, and | know that he will continue to act as the foundational cornerstone for so many more
to come. Upon reflecting on what would be the soul of this writing, | knew it would call for
equal parts respect and gratitude aligned with the understanding of legacy - and the indissolu-
ble, benevolent, exponential impact he has single-handedly achieved and | am grateful to have
been on the receiving end of his craft.”

Shane Fowler

B.Arch 2007, Drury University | Kansas City, MO
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“Brian Kelly has been one of the most influential and formative educators in my academic
career. | had the privilege of being his student through a summer study abroad program and
an undergraduate studio, where he introduced themes that would later seed the foundations
of my master’s thesis research. My own processes have been shaped by his interdisciplin-
ary, explorative, and supportive approach towards teaching. I, like many others, have been
guided by his belief in the ethos and capabilities of the discipline, its evolving relationship with
academia, and his deep understanding of the responsibilities that come with mentoring the
next generation of architects.”

Teia Kilian

BSDesign 2024, University of Nebraska | University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK
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“I had the honor and privilege of learning from and being mentored by Professor Brian Kelly
during my years at the UNL College of Architecture. His guidance was a constant source of
support through both challenges and moments of personal doubt. Professor Kelly consistently
encouraged me to grow — creatively, intellectually, and intentionally. His mentorship played a
pivotal role in shaping my development not only as a student and emerging professional, but
also as a young man striving to engage with the world thoughtfully, and responsibly. | often
reflect on his impact when | share my college experience, and | remain deeply grateful for the
influence he has had on my journey.”

Davielle Phillips, Associate AIA, NOMA, MBA
M.Arch 2020, University of Nebraska | Holland Basham Architects, Omaha, NE
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“I had Brian my first and final year at the University of Nebraska, and both times his teaching
made a lasting impact. | started school not really knowing what architecture even was, and his
teachings on design thinking helped make sense of it in a way that stuck with me till this day.
His dedication to teaching has shaped the UNL program in ways that shouldn’t be ignored,
and what | took from my education wouldn’t be the same without him. His teaching continues
to be a part of how | think, work, and practice as an architect even to this day.”

Danny Ortega
BSDesign 2018, University of Nebraska, M.Arch, UPenn, | SOM, Los Angeles, CA
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“Professor Brian Kelly had a lasting impact on my growth as a designer by encouraging
curiosity, experimentation, and the exploration of emerging technologies and materials. In
studio, he introduced tools like Grasshopper in ways that were both inspiring and technical-

ly meaningful and consistently pushed us to ground our design decisions in research and
data. During a study abroad program in Barcelona, he introduced us to a rich diversity of
architectural styles, instilled a deep thoughtfulness about materiality, and inspired us to take
creative risks through hand drawing and documentation - work that | continue to reflect on
and reference to this day.”

Megan Peterson

BSDesign 2018, University of Nebraska | SHoP Architects, Guidehouse, New York, NY
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“Professor Brian Kelly led one of the most impactful studios of my entire education. Even
though the course was fully online and the final design was developed through Zoom calls, the
outcome far exceeded any in-person studio | had taken. The design process was incredibly
creative, pushing us to think beyond conventional methods, especially through the use of 2D
imagery as a core tool, which eventually led to a compelling 3D final design. When | moved

to Denver and shared my project with coworkers, they were genuinely impressed by how
innovative and unique the process was.”

Masoud Abedimoghadam

M.Arch 2021, University of Nebraska | SAR+ Architects, Denver, CO
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“I credit my best work and my current employment to Professor Brian Kelly’s influence. His
creative guidance inspired me to hone many skills in pursuit of clearly and effectively communi-
cating my ideas. Thanks to Brian’s mentorship, I’'ve not only grown as a designer but gained a
confidence to explore and engage with new complex problems to solve.”

Ryan Miller
M.Arch 2020, University of Nebraska | Eidos Architects, Englewood, CO
TR e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

_testimonials

Upon reflecting about what impact | might have had through my 20+ years of teaching,

| saw this as an opportunity to connect with former students and ask them directly. | be-
lieve the following short testimonials illustrate both the geographic and intellectual reach
of my pedagogy. These students serve as examples of the incredible people | have had

the chance to partner with in their education.

“In an area of study that relentlessly sharpens with cold scathing critique and over-adherence
to cornerstone hard-and-fast rules, bound by fundamentals and steeped in tradition, Brian not
only recognized in me, but encouraged the sense of curiosity | approached the world of design,
and life, with. Brian has a remarkable sense for what impassions and drives students in life,
and approaches teaching in a way that does not limit the student’s participation or window of
curiosity in any given area of study, but mutually enhances both his and the student’s abilities to
grow in understanding. He encouraged me to explore and develop my own idiosyncratic sense
of wonder and lens through which to witness, appreciate, and participate in the world. I'll carry
that with me every day of my life. For that and so much more, | am beyond grateful.”

Joshua Puppe

M.Arch 2019, University of Nebraska | JEO Consulting, Lincoln, NE
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“Brian is a rare educator who really strives to meet his student’s at their level - at their interest

- and guide without forcing his own agenda. Through the demonstration of his teaching, he
ignited in me an eagerness to explore new forms and methods of making, and the patience to
allow those new methods to develop. He has been a mentor and a guidepost for me not just in
the classroom but in the way he lives his life and practices professionally.”

Erik Leahy
M.Arch 2012, University of Nebraska | Gensler, Chicago, IL
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“Before taking Brian Kelly’s studio, | often felt like a lost puppy in architecture school—uncer-
tain of my place or what my strengths truly were. His studio marked a pivotal turning point in
my journey, transforming the way | approached design by encouraging me to think freely and
express my ideas through an artistic lens.

For the first time, | felt truly engaged—grounded by belonging, growing confidence, and bound-
less curiosity. Brian’s teaching struck a rare balance between structure and freedom, offering
thought-provoking guidance while encouraging risk-taking and deep exploration that | carry
with me to this day.”

Hannah Christy
M.Arch 2020, University of Nebraska | DLR Group, Lincoln, NE
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“Brian was instrumental in shaping my final year of grad school and thesis project, which
explored design research through craft, making, and material. His leadership started on a class
trip to Barcelona, where he highlighted local architects whose work embodies craft and material
experimentation, and eventually led to being my thesis mentor. Brian’s guidance inspired me
with real-life examples and helped me curate a thesis rooted in hands-on-inquiry, which allowed
me to follow my interests and sharpened both my thinking and making.”

Evan Wermers, AIA

M.Arch 2018, University of Nebraska | Studio Gang, Chicago, IL
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“ accredit Brian as an agitator in my education in the best sense. Brian took the time to
understand my strengths and weaknesses as a student. As an educator, Brian Kelly not only
observed opportunities for growth in my understanding of the built environment but took action
to better my education by connecting me to colleagues with vastly different skill sets and back-
grounds; this exposure and his innate ability to effectively communicate continue to influence
how | approach problems in my career and life in general. He’s not just an educator; | see Brian
Kelly as a catalyst to my success as a young professional.”

Craig Findlay
M.Arch 2020, University of Nebraska | DLR Group, Omaha, NE
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“As an international student from Nepal pursuing a degree in architecture, | initially felt uncertain
about my ability to grasp the complexities of architectural education. Having Brian as one of my
first studio professors was instrumental in easing those concerns as well as laying a solid foun-
dation in design, conceptual thinking, representation, and craftsmanship. Be it his design studio
or furniture design class that | had the privilege to take, what | particularly valued in Brian as an
educator was his clarity, his genuine passion for teaching, and his commitment to challenging
students to push their boundaries, think critically, and engage deeply with their work and fall in
love with architecture all the more.”

Lalima Chemjong, AIA, LEED AP
B.Arch 2007, Drury University | Christner Architects, St Louis, MO

| had the privilege of studying under Brian Kelly at Drury University nearly 20 years ago. Brian
fostered in me a deep curiosity to explore unconventional approaches and a commitment to
expanding the boundaries of the discipline. A piece | designed in his class was published in a
design magazine—an early milestone that reflected his influence. His guidance helped shape a
path that has since led me to practice, teach, and write across several countries, and ultimately
to serve as Director of the School of Architecture at Tecnoldgico de Monterrey in Mexico.

Rodrigo Pantoja Calderon
B.Arch 2004, Drury University | Tecnoldgico de Monterrey, Monterrey, Mexico
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May 27, 2026

AlA Nebraska
335 N. 8th St.
Lincoln, NE 68508

Dear Members of the Jury,

It is my pleasure to recommend Brian Kelly for the AIA Nebraska Award for Architecture/Design Education. Brian has
distinguished himself in measurable ways over the course of his career, and his impact on the profession of architecture,
the quality of its education, and the lives of its students is wide-reaching. As a leader within my firm’s national practice, |
recognize the sacrifice and dedication that Brian has exhibited as a leader, and the impacts that he has had on numerous
individuals. He has had the courage to challenge the status quo, consistently bringing fresh ideas to the table in education,
research, and advocacy. In doing this, he elevates those around him at all levels, inspiring others to achieve their very best
and effect positive change.

Through his work as an educator, Brian has spearheaded shifts in design education, bringing the d.ONE curriculum to the
UNL College of Architecture. This helped to transform early design education, elevating the College’s programs as a whole.
He has also led upper-level design studios and research endeavors in the College that have contributed to its success.
Because of these and many other contributions, Brian has consistently achieved the highest marks for teaching and won
numerous awards for his deserving efforts. His impact on education is tangibly evident in my firm's own intern, several of
whom have been directly educated by Brian Kelly. These students, above their peers, exhibit critical thinking skills and the
ability to derive creative solutions that have been a measurable asset to my company’s design endeavors. | attribute these
skillsets, in part, to Brian’s direct tutelage.

Brian is committed to far-reaching impact on education beyond his teaching endeavors. He is an advocate for education
in the regulatory environment, serving as the educational member on the Nebraska Board of Engineers and Architects
and previously on NCARB's Education Committee. He is also a published author, exploring novel concepts that further
push the boundaries of architectural application and theory. These commitments, on top of his efforts within the College,
further demonstrate his self-giving attributes as a leader and intensive work ethic.

On a personal note, | can speak to Brian's impact firsthand, as | consider his role as my fourth-year studio professor during
his first year of teaching at UNL. Brian became my studio professor at a very formative time in my education career when
| was considering the possibility of other majors. His areas of interest and his style of teaching reignited my interest in
architecture and propelled me into a new dedication to excellence that stayed with me for the remainder of my schooling.
Several years later, | worked closely with him as my advisor during a year-long thesis in graduate school. His mentorship
helped me to organize and formulate my thoughts and areas of research into a compact, compelling thesis question. He
consistently challenged me to push further, inspiring me to push my research as far as it could go during my year of study.
His example and commitment to excellence and to his students helped to develop me, along with my peers, into the
strong professionals we are today. His example taught me work ethic, creativity, dedication, and compassion. He helped
me hone those skillsets during some of the most formative years of my life, equipping me for excellence in my architectural
career and beyond.

Thank you for considering Brian Kelly for this award. He is an outstanding educator, and an even better person. | cannot
imagine a more worthy candidate for this award.

Sincerely,

etk R

Kate Hier, AIA, NCARB, EDAC, WELL AP
Principal, Clark & Enersen

1010 Lincoln Mall, Ste. 200

Lincoln, NE 68508

clarkenersen.com
Nebraska \ Missouri \ Kansas \ Oregon \ Colorado \ South Carolina Page 1 of 1
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To the Awards Committee,

May 25, 2026

It is my honor to recommend Brian Kelly for the AIA Nebraska Award for Architectural | Design Education. As both his
former student and long-time mentee, | have had the unique opportunity to witness the profound and lasting impact
Brian has had on students throughout their education and well into professional practice. His influence extends far
beyond the classroom; he has shaped not only how many of us design, but also how we understand ourselves within
the profession of architecture.

| first encountered Brian during my Visual Literacy course as an undergraduate student. He quickly recognized my
insecurities within the design process. Rather than directing me toward a conventional approach or typical
architectural tools, Brian helped me understand how to leverage my individual way of seeing and thinking as a
strength within design. His mentorship gave me confidence in my abilities and reassured me that architecture was a
profession where | could thrive. What distinguished Brian most was his ability to provide the same level of
individualized mentorship to every student, helping each of us identify and develop our own strengths while also
teaching us how to learn collectively from one another. Through our first critiques, he introduced us to constructive
criticism with an extraordinary balance of honesty and encouragement. Even difficult feedback became motivating
under his guidance because students understood that his investment in our growth was genuine.

Brian's continued presence shaped my education in lasting ways. During my senior year, when our studio struggled to
balance technical rigor with creative design, Brian stepped in despite not formally teaching the course. He created a
hand-drawing exercise that shifted our focus away from forcing ideas through unfamiliar software and back toward
taking ownership of design itself. Each student drew a quarter-scale wall section of a significant building using only
professional photographs, an exercise carefully tailored to both our projects and our approaches as designers.
Through this work, Brian reinforced architecture as both a technical and poetic discipline. With the selection of my
assigned building, he also introduced me to the firm where | would later work and become licensed, encouraging me to
pursue ambitious opportunities even when they required relocating across the country. His mentorship was
instrumental in helping me complete the semester and expand my understanding of my place within the profession.

Brian's influence has continued long after graduation. His active role within the architectural community, combined
with his published work and professional experience across traditional practice, independent practice, and academia,
has allowed him to remain an invaluable mentor to alumni. Over the years, he has provided guidance on resumes,
career transitions, professional connections, and long-term growth within the field. He has continually helped former
students navigate pivotal moments in their careers — whether pursuing licensure, redefining professional goals, or
seeking new directions after achieving major milestones. His mentorship evolves alongside the careers of his
students because he understands architecture as a lifelong process of learning, reflection, and reinvention.

Brian Kelly embodies the highest ideals of architectural education. His impact has been cumulative, deeply personal,
and far-reaching across generations of students. He has consistently demonstrated an extraordinary ability to
connect design education with professional practice, individual growth, and broader cultural understanding. | can
think of few educators more deserving of recognition for their distinguished service to architectural education and the
profession.

Sincerely,

Kendra Heimes, AlA Project Architect
NBBJ 111 Fifth Avenue, 10th Floor NEW YORK NY 10003

111 5th Avenue, Floors 10 and 11, New York, NY 10003
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