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May 19, 2026 
 
Jonathan Oswald, AIA, President 
AIA Nebraska  
335 N. 8th Street, Ste. A 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
 
RE: AIA Nebraska Architecture | Design Education Award Nomination Letter for Brian Kelly 
 
Dear Mr. Oswald and the AIA Nebraska Honors & Awards Jury, 

 
I am delighted to nominate Professor Brian Kelly for the AIA Nebraska Architecture | Design 
Education Award. Having had the pleasure of working alongside Professor Kelly for most of my 
26 years teaching at the University of Nebraska, I have witnessed firsthand his unwavering 
dedication to advancing architectural education, fostering innovative design practices, and 
supporting students at all levels. I have consistently been impressed by his innovative approach 
to integrating emerging technologies and authorship—currently focusing on artificial 
intelligence (AI)—into architectural design and education. 
 
Professor Kelly’s research bridges the gap between traditional architectural practices and 
cutting-edge AI applications. He is one of the earliest adopters of AI in the field of architecture 
and design. His work explores how machine learning algorithms, generative AI models, and data-
driven processes can be creatively employed by architects to pursue novel ideas in form-making 
and building production. His publications in top journals and presentations at national and 
international conferences underscore his influence and leadership in this evolving discipline. 
Most recently, Kelly co-edited the 2024 book Artificial Intelligent Architecture: New Paradigms 
in Architectural Practice and Production. This book examines the use of generative AI and the 
moment of its emergence, serving as a documentation of this pivotal time while pointing toward 
a new future for the profession. 
 
What is important here is not only the research and scholarship but also how Kelly engages 
students with his speculative work and encourages them to experiment alongside him. Fostering 
curiosity, accountability, and rigor, he guides design students toward exciting futures in 
architecture and teaches them how to adapt to uncertainty with confidence and anticipation. 
 
As an educator, Professor Kelly inspires students through his dynamic teaching style, 
emphasizing technological literacy and creative problem-solving. His mentorship has helped 
shape the careers of many aspiring architects and emerging AI researchers, encouraging them to 
push boundaries and explore innovative solutions. In the College of Architecture, he has taken a 
leadership role in our transition from a program centered on design as a compositional exercise 
to one focused on creative problem-solving. He led the creation of the foundational “Design 
Thinking” course and now oversees the entire first-year d.ONE program for aspiring architects, 
interior designers, and landscape architects. 
 



Professor Kelly has taught in many areas of the college curriculum. I would like to highlight his 
seminar, Authorship and Agency in Design. Kelly frames this course as an exploration of current 
themes and obsessions in primarily young architectural practices, contextualized within history. 
The course examines the role of authorship in design and making from both historical and 
contemporary perspectives. Given that authorship and “copyleft” approaches has long been part 
of Kelly’s research agenda, it provides a valuable background for evaluating advances in AI. In 
line with the course’s goal to explore the topic from a practice-based perspective, Kelly 
emphasizes breadth over depth—offering an overview rather than a deep critical or historical 
analysis. He incorporates his personal experiences and research into lectures to help students 
internalize the subject and develop their own techniques. He demonstrates how personal 
interests and obsessions can be translated into design strategies. While this approach may 
initially seem to reduce critical distance, Kelly uses it intentionally to give students insight into 
how architects develop personal approaches to contemporary issues in architectural practice. 
 
His varied teaching methods keep the seminar engaging and prevent it from becoming repetitive 
or dull. Students analyze key texts, relate contemporary practices to historical contexts, and 
create new work to experiment with the ideas they are studying. Multiple opportunities for 
active engagement promote focus and enthusiasm, even among students who might not 
naturally gravitate toward traditional architectural theory seminars. Kelly is highly attuned to the 
fact that today’s learners engage differently than past generations; he understands the 
importance of meeting students where they are. 
 
Kelly’s dedication to advancing architectural knowledge, combined with his collaborative spirit 
and commitment to academic excellence, makes him an invaluable asset to the College of 
Architecture. Beyond his academic accomplishments, he is highly respected for his mentorship, 
collaborative approach, and contribution to groundbreaking research. He continually encourages 
his students to push the boundaries of innovation while emphasizing the importance of ongoing 
professional development. His ability to inspire students through engaging lectures, 
collaborative and speculative studio projects, and critical thinking exercises exemplifies his 
commitment to nurturing future leaders in architecture. 

 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Jeffrey L. Day, FAIA, NCARB 
Professor of Architecture & Landscape Architecture 
NAAB Past President 
Founding Partner, Actual Architecture Company 
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_biography
Brian M. Kelly, AIA, NCARB  |  Professor of Architecture

As an advocate for empowerment through education, Professor Brian M. Kelly mentors emerging 
architects to be curious, empathetic, competent, architectural innovators. His pedagogy merges 
accountability, historical awareness, technical architectural skills, and design innovation to solve 
real world problems, while his research addresses contemporary issues that are impactful to the 
discipline of architecture through the use of emerging technology. 

Although Professor Kelly did not view architectural education as a possible career path 
while enrolled in the Master of Architecture program where he held a continuous teaching 
assistant position, an invitation to teach a design studio immediately after graduation ignited 
a fire which continues to grow. He subsequently decided to pursue full-time teaching, 
landing a tenure-leading role at Drury University’s Hammons School of Architecture. His 
time in Springfield, MO was intensely focused on developing pedagogy through strong 
mentorship. In 2005, as a result of a national search, Kelly was hired to rewrite and lead 
the beginning design program at California Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo, 
which was the 4th ranked undergraduate program in the nation at the time. This experience 
developed skills in collaboration with a team of colleagues and allowed for space to design 
a series of courses to establish a strong foundation for students in architecture. Eventually, 
recruitment led him back to his alma mater, the University of Nebraska, where he has been 
a faculty member since 2009. 

As a senior faculty member in UNL’s College of Architecture, Professor Kelly has taught 
design at all levels of the curriculum as well as support courses focusing on design thinking, 
design drawing, representation, and design theory. He is an engaged member of the 
faculty serving as a mentor to both students and junior faculty. Currently, he is the d.oNE 
Leader tasked with shepherding the common first year curriculum by overseeing course 
assessment and redesign efforts. This program sets the foundation for all undergraduate 
professional programs in the College to build on in the second year of instruction, 
establishing baseline skills in design thinking, composition, computation, representation, 
and historical awareness. 

Professor Kelly is also a widely-known and respected researcher and practitioner with 
dissemination occurring at international levels. His focus is in both contemporary authorship 
(copyright and artificial intelligence) and Cold War defense architecture (documenting the 
decommissioned Midwestern Atlas-F underground missile silos). His writing has been 
featured in highly-regarded international journals as well as his book Artificial. Intelligent. 
Architecture., published by ORO Editions and co-edited with Penn State’s Frank Jacobus. 
Kelly’s creative activity in artificial intelligence has been featured in several exhibitions, print 
publications, expert panels, and lecture series, and discussed through multiple podcast 
interviews.

Representing UNL’s College of Architecture, Professor Kelly is also deeply engaged in giving 
back to the professional community of which he is part of in addition to internal service to 
the College. Since 2018, he has been a Board Member of the Nebraska Board of Engineers 
and Architects serving as Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary during those years. He now 
serves the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) as Chair of Region 
5 representing the states of Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, and Wyoming. He has also served on NCARB national committees including the 
Education Committee, ARE 5.0 Item Writing Committee, Credentials Committee (National 
Chair), Regional Leadership Committee, and the Policy Advisory Committee. Kelly’s voice 
as an educator in these groups, where discussion oftentimes focuses on the value of 
education in the path to licensure, is extremely important where the larger demographic of 
participants favors traditional practitioners.

Most recently, Professor Kelly was awarded promotion to Full Professor, effective in August 
2025, which is a testament to his ongoing and consistent accomplishments and dedication 
to the mission of the University. 

Teaching Areas
Beginning Design 
Integrative Architectural Design
Theory of Architectural Representations
Contemporary Authorship and Copyright

Research Areas
Contemporary Authorship (Open-Source 
Design, and Copyleft Culture)
Cold War Defense Architecture (Atlas-F missile 
silo history and construction)
Theory of Architectural Representations
Critical Professional Practice
Beginning Design Pedagogy

Education
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Master of 
Architecture (1999)
Thesis: “Fine Arts Magnet School” investigating the 
relationships of culture to the definition of architectural 
space, critical analysis of institutional architecture
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Bachelor of 
Science in Architectural Studies (1997)
 
Certifications
Harvard Law School, CopyrightX 2022 - 
Executive Education Certificate (2022)
Stanford University - Hasso Plattner Institute of 
Design, Design Thinking Bootcamp (2013)

Professional Licensure & Membership
Architect, State of Nebraska, (2005)
NCARB Certificate 88084 (2005)
American Institute of Architects, 30208354

Academic Appointments
College of Architecture at University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln (2009-present)
College of Architecture and Environmental 
Design, California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo (2005-2007)
Hammons School of Architecture at Drury 
University (2002-05)
College of Architecture at University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln (1999-2002)



2026 AIA Nebraska Honors & Awards Program  |  Award for Architectural/Design Education  |  Brian M. Kelly, AIA, NCARB, Professor of Architecture

_statement of contributions
Introduction
I am a licensed architect. I was trained to think and view the world through the lens of an architect and, upon graduation with my Master of 
Architecture degree, my goal was to become a licensed, practicing architect. After holding a teaching assistant position through the entirety 
of my Master’s degree, I was asked to teach a beginning design studio in an adjunct position while also gaining full-time professional training 
towards licensure. This experience sparked a passion in me to teach. Although I went into academia full-time in 2002, I still reached my goal, 
passing the Architecture Registration Examination and receiving my professional license in 2005. 

I am a professor of architecture. My primary means of building today is to help form future architects. This is a responsibility I do not take lightly. 
I have been engaged in education long enough to see former students succeed at a high level in the profession and lead design teams and 
offices internationally. Serving on the Nebraska Board of Engineers and Architects, I now celebrate them upon earning their license. This is an 
experience which I cherish deeply. I have designed several buildings, but I do not view them today with the same amount of pride I have when 
I see a former student of mine successful and fulfilled in their career. 

Recognized Excellence in Teaching through Engaged Pedagogy
Through 20+ years of full-time teaching, I have continued to refine my pedagogy which is the primary mechanism to experience my 
contributions. As new technology is introduced and socio-cultural issues evolve, I find myself responding accordingly. Still, I have maintained 
a consistent base to my pedagogy which is represented through the following three tenets.

Curiosity: The paramount trait I seek to foster in a student is their curiosity. Skills can be taught and mastered, and disciplinary knowledge grows 
with time. One can largely assume students to have gained a high degree of technique mastery through engagement with an architecture 
curriculum. Curiosity, on the other hand, is an individual pursuit that is fostered by creating an environment with room for exploration. This 
results from the careful crafting of problem statements that encourage divergent, critical thinking. Modeling curiosity as an instructor, coupled 
with my infectious excitement for the content, is contagious. All of this encourages students to find their voice. 

Accountability: Simply stated, I never ask students to engage in work which I am not able to do myself or to coach them through. This extends 
from representational techniques, computational and technology-based sequences, and the process for delivering a design as a licensed 
architect. This approach mentors students while also fostering mutual respect, and has maintained my relevance through the years as I have 
seen several new tools and processes introduced which have helped to further the discipline. While sometimes overwhelming, I have been 
strategic to focus on the techniques which apply to the work I am interested in pursuing. 

Rigor: Nothing worth having comes without cost or commitment. The education of an architect is no different as it establishes a base to build 
upon through a professional career. It requires rigor through repetition of increasingly complex, problem-based learning exercises. As a vital 
component to achieving this, I am a proponent of balance represented through a reciprocal relationship between hard work and commitment 
to personal growth. I encourage working smart, establishing clear goals, schedules, and communication in both individual and team-based 
work so a student’s life is not spent entirely in the design studio but also experiencing the communities we serve through travel and personal 
development. Rigor is measured not in hours but through the degree of focus demonstrated in the process. 

My teaching has been recognized through 13 individual teaching awards backed by an exceptional record of high teaching evaluations 
throughout my career. I have mentored several students in projects which have been acknowledged by international awards programs. I 
cherish seeing the work of my students recognized at the highest level.

Recognized Excellence in Research and Creative Activity
My research and creative activity can be categorized into two main areas: contemporary authorship and Cold War defense architecture. While 
the topics are certainly distinct, I have utilized similar analysis, ideation, and representation methods throughout including digital collage, 
point clouds from photogrammetry and LiDAR, and artificial intelligence. This research is brought into the curriculum through design research 
projects like the ICE (Ice Coring & Education) Silo design studio which brought together researchers from six colleges on the UNL campus 
to work with students on the design of a research center to be located in a decommissioned Cold War missile silo. This project was funded 
through UNL’s Grand Challenges grant and brought unmatched learning opportunities to the two years of design studio participants.

Impactful Mentorship and Advocacy
My involvement with the College of Architecture’s Internship and Career Fair began in 2018. Since then, I have expanded the number of 
attendees as well as the reach by inviting representation from a larger regional and national presence. In 2018, we were hosting approximately 
40 offices over two days. In 2024, we expanded to 62 offices with hiring opportunities in 23 states. This expansion sees our graduates 
represented nationally without reducing the impact they continue to have in the state of Nebraska. We have also expanded the student events 
which surround the career fair including portfolio design workshops with local professionals, CV/resume development, and soft skills for 
interviewing. Feedback from the offices indicate students are prepared, professional, and representing themselves well.

I also serve in several roles representing student mentorship or educational advocacy. Within the program of architecture, I am the NCARB 
Architectural Licensing Advisor which, in conjunction with teaching our internship course, allows me to mentor students at the beginning 
of their licensure process. In 2018, I was appointed to the Nebraska Board of Engineers and Architects by the Governor of Nebraska and 
reappointed for a second five-year term in 2024. This seat is dedicated to a licensed educator in the College of Architecture. I have served on 
the Board’s executive committee and volunteered for regional and national opportunities through NCARB. Through all of these assignments, I 
have been part of national conversations regarding the future of professional licensure. It is important for an educator to be at the table when 
these issues are being discussed since the education of an architect is a major component in the path to licensure. 
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Summary of contributions, accomplishments, and recognitions in teaching/
mentorship, research/creative activity, and professional service

2 executive education certificates earned (Stanford University & Harvard Law School)
13 teaching awards
$15,600 in mentored student projects
23 awards for mentored student work
11 publications featuring mentored student work
9 exhibitions featuring student work
9 core curriculum courses authored or co-authored

1 published book in the role of co-editor and graphic designer
3 chapters featured in a published, co-edited book
2 peer reviewed book chapters by invitation		
8 peer reviewed journal articles
1 peer reviewed journal article by invitation
1 book review published in a journal
2 peer reviewed accepted topical conference sessions
26 peer reviewed conference papers with associated proceedings
8 peer reviewed awards for creative activity
7 online publications featuring creative activity
20 editorially selected publications featuring creative activity
9 invited exhibitions featuring creative activity
$202,325 in funded research ($149,900 as co-principal investigator)
24 invited presentations/lectures/podcast interviews
2 invited juror positions for state design awards programs

11 professional leadership appointments in architecture
19 invited guest reviewer engagements at peer institutions
5 manuscript reviews by invitation
3 faculty search committees including Dean of the College of Architecture
8 years coordinating the UNL College of Architecture’s Internship and Career Fair
3 external reviews of dossiers for promotion and tenure at peer R1 institutions
47 letters of recommendation for students awards and graduate school admissions
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“Operating at the intersection of creative practice, education, and service contributions, Brian has constructed multipronged foundations that never 
rest. Rather, akin to a metaphorical Swiss Army knife, he leverages and constructs his sustained contributions, as an intensely committed and all 
systems go, juggernaut… a role model for those committed to critically creative practice and the positioned and transformational necessities of 
architecture education. His ethical and moral compasses are located in deep histories and emerging horizons.” 

Confidential External Reviewer for Kelly’s Promotion to Full Professor

Images L to R: Big Omaha student installation, UNL High School Workshop, engaging students in design thinking course, metal etching process and sketchbook discussion at Atelier La Juntana Workshop in Spain

Images top to bottom: TedX Omaha presentation, met-
al casting at the Atelier La Juntana workshop in Spain, 
Utility tube access tunnel of an Atlas-F missile silo.
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Outcomes and Impacts: International connections developed with professional offices and academic institutions (London, Bar-
celona), student awards for design and representation, exhibitions of student work, and meaningful mentorship relationships with 
participating students due to the immersive nature of education abroad. 

Outcomes and Impacts: Inter-College collaboration within UNL, funded research and student experiences, student awards for 
design, student workshops on emerging technology with industry experts, dissemination of student work through conference 
papers, journal articles, and international lectures.

COVER PAGE 

Ice Coring & Education (ICE) Silo 

Proposal Type:   

Directed to Themes: 

Principal Investigator:  

Co-Principal Investigators: 

Collaborators: 

Proposed Project Period: 

Total Budget Request: 

Planning Grant 

Science & Technology Literacy for Society 
Climate Resilience 

David Harwood 

Lindsay Augustyn, Brian Kelly, Brandon Kreiling, 
James McManis, Mindi Searls, Tyler White 

From 6 UNL Colleges:  CAS, CEHS, CFPA, CoA, CoE, IANR 
23 engaged colleagues; an open field for future additions 

1 June 2022 – 30 Nov. 2023 (18 months) 

$149,994 

6/3/24, 1:06 PMStudents working to bring new life to Cold War silo relic | College of Architecture | Nebraska

Page 1 of 3https://architecture.unl.edu/news/students-working-bring-new-life-cold-war-silo-relic

UNIVERSITY  of  NEBRASKA–LINCOLN

COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE

Students working to bring new life to Cold War silo relic
By Kerry McCulloug... [http://directory.unl.edu/?uid=kvondrak2]

January 4, 2023

College of Architecture students and University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) researchers are working to bring new life to a Cold War relic here in Nebraska. A brainchild born from the UNL Grand Challenges research,

collaboration initiative, the team endeavors to create a testing facility for ice core drilling equipment with educational outreach and exhibition space using an abandoned Atlas-F missile silo near Seward, Nebraska. Upon

completion, the ICE (Ice Coring & Education) Silo Center will be the first facility of its kind in the world. College of Architecture Collaborate studio students explored concepts for the center as part of their fall semester

project. These concepts will be used in future project development, planning and grant application e!orts.

The genesis of this project began when several UNL researchers were discussing the need to fully test the ice core drilling equipment before being shipped to remote field stations in Greenland and Antarctica. Earth and

Atmospheric Sciences Professor David Harwood, UNL Lead Driller Dennis Duling and ICE Silo Project Chief Engineer Jim McManis were exploring options for testing the equipment prior to travel since transporting costs

about half a million dollars every time they make the trip, and equipment failure in the field has significant impacts on science outcomes. If they could test the equipment locally in Nebraska, potential risks could be

significantly decreased.

Duling said to Harwood, “You know, there’s a big hole in the ground we could use near Seward,” and proposed the Cold War silos to Harwood as a potential site for development. Through Grand Challenges meet and greets,

Harwood and his colleague Mindi Searls, a Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, who are coordinating this project were introduced to Associate Professor of Architecture Brian

Kelly. Kelly has been researching the silos for the past four years and taught several studios centered around repurposing the abandoned silos.

“It was serendipitous that our areas of research overlapped,” said Kelly. “I was excited to help explore the possibilities of how they could repurpose the silo for testing, and what better learning opportunity for my students

than to bring them into a collaborative, interdisciplinary design project with faculty from across the campus.”

So far, the collaborative team and the students have identified three focus areas for the spaces in the proposed 70,000 sq. ft. facility: ice drilling equipment fabrication and testing, exhibition and educational outreach.

Ice Core Drilling Focus

The ice core drilling equipment testing center with an adjacent workshop has the potential to save the university time and money by trouble shooting the equipment before the drilling team travels to remote locations.

“We don’t usually have an opportunity to test the equipment before shipping new tools into the field,” said Harwood. “There is so much e!ort in setting up remote field camps on top of ice sheets, often they are three years

in development, traversing and shipping, so it is critically important that the tools doing the science are the best they can be, and that they work as needed to do the science.”

By having a local testing center and workshop Harwood explains, it would also increase their onsite e"ciencies and drilling approaches.

16-T113
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Morphosis Architects
Ningbo Bay Oceanside Pavilions - Concept Models

Steven Holl Architects
Ex of In House +
Research and Development
Models

Alican Taylan + Cat Wilmes
Breuer Variations

Jason Vigneri-Beane
Cephalon CXAR

JVB, Olivia Vien

Augmented Environmental
Sensing Pavilion

Karen Bausman +
Associates
NYC Future Perfect:
Wind Turbine-Powered
Assembly Prototypes

Lawrence Blough
Pooling | heaps, steps and hollows 

Theo. David Architects
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and Shrine WTC

Megan Panzano
Views, with Rooms

Kevin Hirth
Short Stack

Young & Ayata
Kaunas M.K. Čiurlonis
Concert Centre

Present Forms 
Aperture House

Michael Webb
Sin Center floodlit
at night + ramp detail

supermanoeuvre
tS Typological Speciation

FreelandBuck
Out of the Picture, PS1 YAP

Daisy Ames
Linee Occulte: Drawing Architecture

Diller + Scofidio
Slow House

office ca
Lightweight Construction™ Reel

Allan Wexler
How to Build a Digital Brick Wall   

Dream the Combine

Michael Wen Sen Su
+ Philippe Baumann
L'Etoile

Sean Canty Studio
Parallel House

Andrew Kovacs 
Rainbow Forest

WA.K Studio
Digital Mobius

Architecture Office
22 Berghaus 190053/4

Büro NY
Tree Couture

Adjaye Associates
Stephen Lawrence Centre

Robert Lee Brackett /l\ 
Hyphae PolyMorphs :: Simulations

John Szot

Leeser Architecture
Eyebeam Atelier, Museum of Art and Technology

Overlay Office
Playing House

Hide & Seek

Roland Snooks
Floe

SOFTlab
Chromatex

Nathan Gradoville + Brian M. Kelly
Bad Neighbors

In the Round, On the Flat

Shibuya Tower

Garrison Architects 
Post Sandy Beach Restoration Modules

ITL
Models Model Models

op.AL
An Anamorphic Hut

LOT-EK
TV-LITE

SLAB Architecture
Nam June Paik Museum Proposal

Duks Koschitz
Volumetric Study with Curved Folds

Steven Holl Architects
+ Pratt Consortium for
Research and Robotics
Void Bench

tentwenty
House Type A at Zavalatica, Croatia

Philip Lee Workshop
This Is Not a Pipe: Calligramic
Provocations for the City Water
Tunnel #3 Shaft Sites

Gans & Co.
Barnacle House

BRANDT : HAFERD
Puzzle Figures

Reiser + Umemoto
Geoscope 2

RuffWorks Studio
African-American Quilts: Tectonic Studies

Wendy W. Fok 霍渭瑜 
Everyday an Object 

Philippe Baumann
Woodstock House

Benjamin Vanmuysen
¾”=1’-0” Developed Surface Interior

Allied Works
Forest for the Trees

Joanie Tom
Minotaur

pneumastudio
Grotte de l'Ermitage

Pi-fab
Robotic Extrusion
03+76+77

- Exhibit at Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY

2022 SARA National Design Awards
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ARTIFICIAL. IN
TELLIGEN

T. ARCHITECTURE.

ARTIFICIAL. INTELLIGENT. ARCHITECTURE.

Edited by Frank Jacobus and Brian M
. Kelly

Edited by Frank Jacobus and Brian M. Kelly

5 4 0 0 0

9 781957 183626 >

ISBN 978-1-957183-62-6 USD 40.00

The impact of artificial intelligence (AI) in the discipline of architecture is undeniable and unavoid-
able. The recent mass adoption of highly accessible machine learning tools including DALL-E, 
Stable Diffusion, and Midjourney has allowed designers to explore the limits and assess their 
role as an author in the design of the built environment. This book includes speculations on the 
introduction and deployment of artificial intelligence bots/apps into architecture and features a 
collection of works from leading voices in design from around the world who interrogate AI from 
the framework of theory and application. 

This book intends to incite dialogue about the potential of AI as an ideation device and extension 
of the architect’s authorship in a different manner than the parametricism movement of the early 
2000s. These tools are creating new ways of thinking and working, and this book puts forth an 
array of speculations on the current state in its infancy.

With work from David Alf, Sara Asif, Matthew Baran, Stéphane Bauche, Ria Bravo, Michael 
Chapman, Andrew Clarkson, Karl Daubmann, Tim Fu, Frank Jacobus, Jean Jaminet, Brian Kelly, 
Adrian Keytton, Kevin McClellan, Kaveh Najafian, David Newton, Randall Teal, Joshua Vermillion, 
Jason Vigneri-Beane, Dustin L. White,

AIA_Cover_Pro02.indd   1 2023/6/29   9:25 PM

Notes
1. John Berger, Cataract, Notting Hill Editions (London), 2011, p 24.
2. Jeremy Millar and Michiel Schwarz, Speed: Visions of an Accelerated Age, 
exh cat, The Photographers’ Gallery (London), 1998, p 4.
3. Ibid.
4. Thanks to Riet Eeckhout and Arnaud Hendrickx for their help in the 
preparation of this article.

Text © 2022 John Wiley & Sons Ltd. Images: p 6 © William du Toit; p 8 © Ozayr 
Saloojee; p 9(tr&br) © Michael Chapman; p 9(bl) © Alice Charles; p 11 © Peter 
Baldwin; pp 12–13(t) © Brian Kelly; pp 12-13(b) © Anton Markus Pasing

New digital tools can make other types of drawings and 
suggest other drawing methodologies. Nowadays Mark 
West utilises layered digital photography and processes of 
Photoshop erasure and opacity as well as hand rendering to 
produce hugely evocative, surreal panoramas constructed from 
the everyday of city life and revealing a Westian divine in the 
mundane, creating a cast of architectural characters more akin 
to Hieronymus Bosch than Le Corbusier. Viennese Professor 
and practitioner Wolfgang Tschapeller investigates West’s 
strange and beautiful world.

Accurate drawings of our surroundings made by three-
dimensional scanners that chart millions of points in space 
with laser beams can also be manipulated creatively and 
architectonically. American academic and practising architect 
Michael Young, a Fellow of the American Academy in Rome, 
uses these techniques as the prima materia for his own 
architectural endeavours and experiments. Ulrika Karlsson, 
Principal of servo Stockholm and Professor at the KTH School 
of Architecture, Stockholm, investigates these spectral works.

The Spectrum
There is a considerable diversity in the work presented in this 
2. This is very healthy indeed: it shows creative architects 
questioning the tried and tested dogmas and protocols of 
the established architectural profession, and fi nding new, 
individual and original ways of producing and representing 
architectural space.

Each drawing is an alchemist’s alembic carrying within it 
the nascent architectural personality of its creator – here read, 
decoded and interpreted by other, learned eyes. Enjoy this 
journey through the wilder sides of architectural representation 
and discourse.

To paraphrase John Berger, do not let the portcullis of 
architectural cataracts distort and limit your vision or new-
found freedom.

I hope this edition of 2 is inspirational to others and 
provokes some readers into beginning a radical creative, 
personal architectural journey of their own through 
new eyes.4 

 1

Anton Markus Pasing, 
White Horses I, 
2020–21 

Creating a drawing can provoke thoughts 
not previously conceived, such as this one. 
Pasing, a professor at the Peter Behrens 
School of Arts, Hochscule Dusseldorf, wrote 
a prose poem about his love and gratitude of 
living in a city. The literary side of the brain 
can be creatively activated by drawing too.

Brian Kelly, 
Subterranean Atlas-F 
missile launch complex, 
Wilson, Kansas, 
2021

3D scanners can generate and reveal 
previously unseen arrangements of 
space and are particularly useful for 
underground structures. More than 1,100 
high-resolution digital images of this 
Cold War ruin were captured in situ. The 
mesh photogrammetry model and render 
accurately portrays both its proportional 
and material status in a hi-tech radical 
drawing. Kelly is Associate Professor at the 
University of Lincoln, Nebraska. 
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Outcomes and Impacts: Local leadership through the Nebraska Board of Engineers and Architects, student mentorship through 
the NCARB Architecture Licensing Advisor role and teaching the ARCH 695 Internship course, professional leadership from local 
to national through NCARB committees, and leading the UNL College of Architecture’s Internship and Career Fair for 8 years.
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“I credit my best work and my current employment to Professor Brian Kelly’s influence. His 
creative guidance inspired me to hone many skills in pursuit of clearly and effectively communi-
cating my ideas. Thanks to Brian’s mentorship, I’ve not only grown as a designer but gained a 
confidence to explore and engage with new complex problems to solve.”

Ryan Miller
M.Arch 2020, University of Nebraska  |  Eidos Architects, Englewood, CO

“As an international student from Nepal pursuing a degree in architecture, I initially felt uncertain 
about my ability to grasp the complexities of architectural education. Having Brian as one of my 
first studio professors was instrumental in easing those concerns as well as laying a solid foun-
dation in design, conceptual thinking, representation, and craftsmanship. Be it his design studio 
or furniture design class that I had the privilege to take, what I particularly valued in Brian as an 
educator was his clarity, his genuine passion for teaching, and his commitment to challenging 
students to push their boundaries, think critically, and engage deeply with their work and fall in 
love with architecture all the more.”

Lalima Chemjong, AIA, LEED AP
B.Arch 2007, Drury University  |  Christner Architects, St Louis, MO

“I accredit Brian as an agitator in my education in the best sense. Brian took the time to 
understand my strengths and weaknesses as a student. As an educator, Brian Kelly not only 
observed opportunities for growth in my understanding of the built environment but took action 
to better my education by connecting me to colleagues with vastly different skill sets and back-
grounds; this exposure and his innate ability to effectively communicate continue to influence 
how I approach problems in my career and life in general. He’s not just an educator; I see Brian 
Kelly as a catalyst to my success as a young professional.”

Craig Findlay
M.Arch 2020, University of Nebraska  |  DLR Group, Omaha, NE

“Brian was instrumental in shaping my final year of grad school and thesis project, which 
explored design research through craft, making, and material. His leadership started on a class 
trip to Barcelona, where he highlighted local architects whose work embodies craft and material 
experimentation, and eventually led to being my thesis mentor. Brian’s guidance inspired me 
with real-life examples and helped me curate a thesis rooted in hands-on-inquiry, which allowed 
me to follow my interests and sharpened both my thinking and making.”

Evan Wermers, AIA 
M.Arch 2018, University of Nebraska  |  Studio Gang, Chicago, IL

“Before taking Brian Kelly’s studio, I often felt like a lost puppy in architecture school—uncer-
tain of my place or what my strengths truly were. His studio marked a pivotal turning point in 
my journey, transforming the way I approached design by encouraging me to think freely and 
express my ideas through an artistic lens.

For the first time, I felt truly engaged—grounded by belonging, growing confidence, and bound-
less curiosity. Brian’s teaching struck a rare balance between structure and freedom, offering 
thought-provoking guidance while encouraging risk-taking and deep exploration that I carry 
with me to this day.”

Hannah Christy
M.Arch 2020, University of Nebraska  |  DLR Group, Lincoln, NE

“Brian is a rare educator who really strives to meet his student’s at their level - at their interest 
- and guide without forcing his own agenda. Through the demonstration of his teaching, he 
ignited in me an eagerness to explore new forms and methods of making, and the patience to 
allow those new methods to develop. He has been a mentor and a guidepost for me not just in 
the classroom but in the way he lives his life and practices professionally.”

Erik Leahy
M.Arch 2012, University of Nebraska  |  Gensler, Chicago, IL

“Professor Brian Kelly led one of the most impactful studios of my entire education. Even 
though the course was fully online and the final design was developed through Zoom calls, the 
outcome far exceeded any in-person studio I had taken. The design process was incredibly 
creative, pushing us to think beyond conventional methods, especially through the use of 2D 
imagery as a core tool, which eventually led to a compelling 3D final design. When I moved 
to Denver and shared my project with coworkers, they were genuinely impressed by how 
innovative and unique the process was.”

Masoud Abedimoghadam
M.Arch 2021, University of Nebraska |  SAR+ Architects, Denver, CO

“Professor Brian Kelly had a lasting impact on my growth as a designer by encouraging 
curiosity, experimentation, and the exploration of emerging technologies and materials. In 
studio, he introduced tools like Grasshopper in ways that were both inspiring and technical-
ly meaningful and consistently pushed us to ground our design decisions in research and 
data. During a study abroad program in Barcelona, he introduced us to a rich diversity of 
architectural styles, instilled a deep thoughtfulness about materiality, and inspired us to take 
creative risks through hand drawing and documentation - work that I continue to reflect on 
and reference to this day.”

Megan Peterson
BSDesign 2018, University of Nebraska |  SHoP Architects, Guidehouse, New York, NY

“I had Brian my first and final year at the University of Nebraska, and both times his teaching 
made a lasting impact. I started school not really knowing what architecture even was, and his 
teachings on design thinking helped make sense of it in a way that stuck with me till this day. 
His dedication to teaching has shaped the UNL program in ways that shouldn’t be ignored, 
and what I took from my education wouldn’t be the same without him. His teaching continues 
to be a part of how I think, work, and practice as an architect even to this day.”

Danny Ortega
BSDesign 2018, University of Nebraska, M.Arch, UPenn,  |  SOM, Los Angeles, CA

“Brian Kelly has been one of the most influential and formative educators in my academic 
career. I had the privilege of being his student through a summer study abroad program and 
an undergraduate studio, where he introduced themes that would later seed the foundations 
of my master’s thesis research. My own processes have been shaped by his interdisciplin-
ary, explorative, and supportive approach towards teaching. I, like many others, have been 
guided by his belief in the ethos and capabilities of the discipline, its evolving relationship with 
academia, and his deep understanding of the responsibilities that come with mentoring the 
next generation of architects.”

Teia Kilian
BSDesign 2024, University of Nebraska  |  University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK

_testimonials

“In an area of study that relentlessly sharpens with cold scathing critique and over-adherence 
to cornerstone hard-and-fast rules, bound by fundamentals and steeped in tradition, Brian not 
only recognized in me, but encouraged the sense of curiosity I approached the world of design, 
and life, with. Brian has a remarkable sense for what impassions and drives students in life, 
and approaches teaching in a way that does not limit the student’s participation or window of 
curiosity in any given area of study, but mutually enhances both his and the student’s abilities to 
grow in understanding. He encouraged me to explore and develop my own idiosyncratic sense 
of wonder and lens through which to witness, appreciate, and participate in the world. I’ll carry 
that with me every day of my life. For that and so much more, I am beyond grateful.”

Joshua Puppe
M.Arch 2019, University of Nebraska  |  JEO Consulting, Lincoln, NE

I had the privilege of studying under Brian Kelly at Drury University nearly 20 years ago. Brian 
fostered in me a deep curiosity to explore unconventional approaches and a commitment to 
expanding the boundaries of the discipline. A piece I designed in his class was published in a 
design magazine—an early milestone that reflected his influence. His guidance helped shape a 
path that has since led me to practice, teach, and write across several countries, and ultimately 
to serve as Director of the School of Architecture at Tecnológico de Monterrey in Mexico.

Rodrigo Pantoja Calderon
B.Arch 2004, Drury University  |  Tecnológico de Monterrey, Monterrey, Mexico

“I had the honor and privilege of learning from and being mentored by Professor Brian Kelly 
during my years at the UNL College of Architecture. His guidance was a constant source of 
support through both challenges and moments of personal doubt. Professor Kelly consistently 
encouraged me to grow – creatively, intellectually, and intentionally. His mentorship played a 
pivotal role in shaping my development not only as a student and emerging professional, but 
also as a young man striving to engage with the world thoughtfully, and responsibly. I often 
reflect on his impact when I share my college experience, and I remain deeply grateful for the 
influence he has had on my journey.”

Davielle Phillips, Associate AIA, NOMA, MBA
M.Arch 2020, University of Nebraska  |  Holland Basham Architects, Omaha, NE

“There is a spectrum of experiences when reflecting upon my time at University and the many 
faces providing the kaleidoscope of life lessons. Some are forgettable, others are enjoyable. 
And then there are the ones that supersede all others. Their influence carries on, the conver-
sations continue, the impressions will last a lifetime. There are those that teach, and those that 
inspire - and Brian Kelly is one that carries a torch that ignites passion and possibility. 

I truly can’t think of a better suited, deeper purposed individual to have championing the effort 
of molding minds. A ‘timeless’ ambassador in the sense of recognizing that the needs of the 
student extend beyond the curriculum and is unwavering in his pursuit - and the constant is a 
confident focus on a student’s growth, unapologetically pulling them beyond their perceived 
limits, and encouraging a new level of processing - internally, externally, architecturally. 

As much as I would love to say that my experience was one of exclusivity, I know I am not 
alone. Brian Kelly was the flint for so many of my fellow students over our collective collegiate 
time, and I know that he will continue to act as the foundational cornerstone for so many more 
to come. Upon reflecting on what would be the soul of this writing, I knew it would call for 
equal parts respect and gratitude aligned with the understanding of legacy - and the indissolu-
ble, benevolent, exponential impact he has single-handedly achieved and I am grateful to have 
been on the receiving end of his craft.”

Shane Fowler
B.Arch 2007, Drury University  |  Kansas City, MO

Upon reflecting about what impact I might have had through my 20+ years of teaching, 
I saw this as an opportunity to connect with former students and ask them directly. I be-
lieve the following short testimonials illustrate both the geographic and intellectual reach 
of my pedagogy. These students serve as examples of the incredible people I have had 
the chance to partner with in their education. 
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May 27, 2026 
 
AIA Nebraska 
335 N. 8th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
 
Dear Members of the Jury,  
 
It is my pleasure to recommend Brian Kelly for the AIA Nebraska Award for Architecture/Design Education. Brian has 
distinguished himself in measurable ways over the course of his career, and his impact on the profession of architecture, 
the quality of its education, and the lives of its students is wide-reaching. As a leader within my firm’s national practice, I 
recognize the sacrifice and dedication that Brian has exhibited as a leader, and the impacts that he has had on numerous 
individuals. He has had the courage to challenge the status quo, consistently bringing fresh ideas to the table in education, 
research, and advocacy. In doing this, he elevates those around him at all levels, inspiring others to achieve their very best 
and effect positive change. 
 
Through his work as an educator, Brian has spearheaded shifts in design education, bringing the d.ONE curriculum to the 
UNL College of Architecture. This helped to transform early design education, elevating the College’s programs as a whole. 
He has also led upper-level design studios and research endeavors in the College that have contributed to its success. 
Because of these and many other contributions, Brian has consistently achieved the highest marks for teaching and won 
numerous awards for his deserving efforts. His impact on education is tangibly evident in my firm’s own intern, several of 
whom have been directly educated by Brian Kelly. These students, above their peers, exhibit critical thinking skills and the 
ability to derive creative solutions that have been a measurable asset to my company’s design endeavors. I attribute these 
skillsets, in part, to Brian’s direct tutelage. 
 
Brian is committed to far-reaching impact on education beyond his teaching endeavors. He is an advocate for education 
in the regulatory environment, serving as the educational member on the Nebraska Board of Engineers and Architects 
and previously on NCARB’s Education Committee. He is also a published author, exploring novel concepts that further 
push the boundaries of architectural application and theory. These commitments, on top of his efforts within the College, 
further demonstrate his self-giving attributes as a leader and intensive work ethic. 
 
On a personal note, I can speak to Brian’s impact firsthand, as I consider his role as my fourth-year studio professor during 
his first year of teaching at UNL. Brian became my studio professor at a very formative time in my education career when 
I was considering the possibility of other majors. His areas of interest and his style of teaching reignited my interest in 
architecture and propelled me into a new dedication to excellence that stayed with me for the remainder of my schooling. 
Several years later, I worked closely with him as my advisor during a year-long thesis in graduate school. His mentorship 
helped me to organize and formulate my thoughts and areas of research into a compact, compelling thesis question. He 
consistently challenged me to push further, inspiring me to push my research as far as it could go during my year of study. 
His example and commitment to excellence and to his students helped to develop me, along with my peers, into the 
strong professionals we are today. His example taught me work ethic, creativity, dedication, and compassion. He helped 
me hone those skillsets during some of the most formative years of my life, equipping me for excellence in my architectural 
career and beyond. 
 
Thank you for considering Brian Kelly for this award. He is an outstanding educator, and an even better person. I cannot 
imagine a more worthy candidate for this award.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Kate Hier, AIA, NCARB, EDAC, WELL AP 
Principal, Clark & Enersen 
1010 Lincoln Mall, Ste. 200 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
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To the Awards Committee, 

It is my honor to recommend Brian Kelly for the AIA Nebraska Award for Architectural | Design Education. As both his 
former student and long-time mentee, I have had the unique opportunity to witness the profound and lasting impact 
Brian has had on students throughout their education and well into professional practice. His influence extends far 
beyond the classroom; he has shaped not only how many of us design, but also how we understand ourselves within 
the profession of architecture. 

I first encountered Brian during my Visual Literacy course as an undergraduate student. He quickly recognized my 
insecurities within the design process. Rather than directing me toward a conventional approach or typical 
architectural tools, Brian helped me understand how to leverage my individual way of seeing and thinking as a 
strength within design. His mentorship gave me confidence in my abilities and reassured me that architecture was a 
profession where I could thrive. What distinguished Brian most was his ability to provide the same level of 
individualized mentorship to every student, helping each of us identify and develop our own strengths while also 
teaching us how to learn collectively from one another. Through our first critiques, he introduced us to constructive 
criticism with an extraordinary balance of honesty and encouragement. Even difficult feedback became motivating 
under his guidance because students understood that his investment in our growth was genuine. 

Brian’s continued presence shaped my education in lasting ways. During my senior year, when our studio struggled to 
balance technical rigor with creative design, Brian stepped in despite not formally teaching the course. He created a 
hand-drawing exercise that shifted our focus away from forcing ideas through unfamiliar software and back toward 
taking ownership of design itself. Each student drew a quarter-scale wall section of a significant building using only 
professional photographs, an exercise carefully tailored to both our projects and our approaches as designers. 
Through this work, Brian reinforced architecture as both a technical and poetic discipline. With the selection of my 
assigned building, he also introduced me to the firm where I would later work and become licensed, encouraging me to 
pursue ambitious opportunities even when they required relocating across the country. His mentorship was 
instrumental in helping me complete the semester and expand my understanding of my place within the profession. 

Brian’s influence has continued long after graduation. His active role within the architectural community, combined 
with his published work and professional experience across traditional practice, independent practice, and academia, 
has allowed him to remain an invaluable mentor to alumni. Over the years, he has provided guidance on resumes, 
career transitions, professional connections, and long-term growth within the field. He has continually helped former 
students navigate pivotal moments in their careers — whether pursuing licensure, redefining professional goals, or 
seeking new directions after achieving major milestones. His mentorship evolves alongside the careers of his 
students because he understands architecture as a lifelong process of learning, reflection, and reinvention. 

Brian Kelly embodies the highest ideals of architectural education. His impact has been cumulative, deeply personal, 
and far-reaching across generations of students. He has consistently demonstrated an extraordinary ability to 
connect design education with professional practice, individual growth, and broader cultural understanding. I can 
think of few educators more deserving of recognition for their distinguished service to architectural education and the 
profession. 

Sincerely, 
KKeennddrraa  HHeeiimmeess,,  AAIIAA   Project Architect    
NNBBBBJJ    111 Fifth Avenue, 10th Floor NEW YORK NY 10003 
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