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May 30, 2025 

Sara Kay, Hon. AIA 
Executive Director I Chairperson AIA Nebraska Honors 
AIA Nebraska 
335 north 8th Street, Suite A 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

RE: RDG Planning & Design – AIA NE 2025 Firm of the Year Nomination 

Dear Sara and Members of the Selection Committee: 

It is with great enthusiasm and respect that we nominate RDG Planning & Design for the 2025 AIA 
Nebraska Architecture Firm Award. As peers in the Nebraska architectural community, we have long 
admired RDG’s sustained commitment to design excellence, community engagement, and 
educational leadership throughout the state. RDG has shaped the architectural landscape of 
Nebraska—and far beyond—through innovation, education, and an enduring commitment to 
community. 

RDG’s work has helped define and elevate architecture in Nebraska. Nowhere is their leadership 
more apparent than in their transformative contributions to health science education. Their enduring 
partnership with the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) has yielded numerous landmark 
projects—Sorrell Health Science Center, Davis Global Center, Lozier College of Pharmacy—that not 
only advance institutional missions but support the training of health professionals serving our rural 
communities. Similarly, their work with Creighton University and the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney, including the Douglas A. Kristensen Rural Health Education Complex, has helped address 
one of Nebraska’s most pressing needs: healthcare access for all Nebraskans. 

Equally powerful is RDG’s impact on early childhood education. Their pioneering work on four 
Educare facilities across Nebraska—including the country’s first Educare on tribal lands—set new 
national standards for early learning environments. Their continued collaboration with the Buffett 
Early Childhood Institute and rural school districts exemplifies how architecture can uplift 
communities and expand opportunities for children and families. 

RDG’s design influence is undeniable. With over 130 AIA awards and 700+ design recognitions since 
its founding in 1989, the firm exemplifies design excellence across diverse typologies—from early 
childhood education and healthcare to public spaces and cultural institutions. Beyond buildings, 
RDG’s influence stretches across the state through visionary planning—from campus frameworks to 
city revitalization efforts to statewide trail and transportation systems. Their integrated planning 
approach has helped institutions and municipalities translate big-picture goals into real, lasting 
change. 

Also inspiring is RDG’s culture of service. As an employee-owned firm with over 30% of its staff 
residing in Nebraska, RDG leads by example. Their leaders serve on boards at local, regional, and 
national levels, and they have consistently invested in Nebraska’s civic and cultural fabric. Whether 
it's shaping state-wide master plans or mentoring emerging professionals, RDG demonstrates that 
design is most powerful when it serves people. Just as meaningful is their commitment to mentoring 
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the next generation. Many of their staff teach at UNL, lead Kaneko design camps, and actively 
support programs like ACE and NOMA, creating pathways into our profession for students who may 
not have seen themselves in architecture before. Their culture of teaching, giving, and investing in 
others is something we deeply admire. 

RDG Planning & Design embodies the values that define architectural excellence: purposeful design, 
educational impact, and civic stewardship. We believe their leadership has not only enriched 
Nebraska’s built environment but elevated the standard for what it means to be a design firm in 
service of the public good. 

We’re proud to stand alongside RDG in service to Nebraska’s communities—and prouder still to 
support their nomination for this well-deserved honor. 

Sincerely, 

ALLEY POYNER MACCHIETTO ARCHITECTURE 

Albert Macchietto, AIA, NCARB 
Principal 

Nomination
Letter
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About RDG Planning & Design
Diverse in knowledge and experience, we are united in our pursuit to create meaning together 
with our clients and in our communities, and by our drive to live life responsibly and do it well. 
Founded in 1989, RDG Planning & Design is the merger of two Midwest firms, Bussard Dikis  
and Wilscam Birge, a Nebraska firm with roots in the state from its founding in 1965. Over 35 
years, we have grown from 12 to 80 employees in Nebraska and over 230 firm-wide employees. 
We have evolved from a regional architectural firm to a nationally recognized, multidisciplinary 
design firm, including an integrated public art studio that has received worldwide recognition  
at the 2025 Venice Biennale.

Markets
College & University

Commercial

Community &  
Regional Planning

Education

Healthcare

Health Science 
Education

Hospitality

Multifamily

Parks & Open Space

Public Art

Public Safety

Restoration

Senior Living

Sports

Urban Design

Services
Architecture

Civil Engineering  
& Water Resources 

Experiential Design

FF&E Services

Interior Design

Landscape Architecture

Lighting Design

Sustainability

Urban Planning 

 
Office Locations
Omaha, NE

Denver, CO

Des Moines, IA

Iowa City, IA

Madison, WI

St. Louis, MO

70% of Staff  
are Stockholders 

30% of Staff 
Based in Nebraska 

99 Licensed  
Professionals

230  
Employees

700+  
Design Awards

7,000+  
Nebraska Projects

TOP 100
A/E FIRMS#38

2024 BD+C
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35 Years of Design, Service and Education 
Leadership Grounded in Nebraska Values

Leading Through Design & Service
Over the past decade, RDG team members have collectively served on over  
100 community and professional boards including AIA, University of Nebraska, 
local communities, and several social service, arts and education boards  
and committees. 

Advocating for the Profession
Through ongoing advocacy within AIA and regional planning boards,  
we help guide the future of architecture and planning. Our leadership has  
been recognized with awards such as Leadership Omaha, 40 Under 40 and  
Ten Outstanding Young Omahans. RDG partnered to bring the “Say It Loud” 
traveling exhibition to Nebraska, an initiative to highlight minority groups  
of professionals who work in the built environment. The “Diverse Designers 
Library” showcases the work, quotes and video interviews of 45 Nebraska- 
based designers identifying as women and/or Black, Indigenous or people  
of color.

Advancing Education
RDG mentors the next generation of designers through hands-on teaching  
at UNL, UNO and KANEKO youth camps. We invest in students via robust 
internship programs, mentorships like ACE and endowed scholarships, passing 
forward a culture of learning and leadership. As a 100% employee-owned firm, 
our culture celebrates inclusion, mentorship and purpose across generations.

Embedding Cultural Impact
Our projects are rooted in the values of the communities we serve.  
From inclusive design to public engagement, we create environments  
that reflect local identity and promote shared ownership. 

Designing a Sustainable Future
We lead with sustainable intent, integrating long-term sustainability goals into 
every planning and design phase. Our clients have achieved 40 LEED certified 
projects as well as recognition by WELL, Energy Star and MidAmerican Energy. 

Kaneko Camps

Say It Loud - Nebraska 
Omaha, NE

Creighton University CL & Rachel Werner 
Center for Health Sciences Education
Omaha, NE

39 5LEED Accredited 
Professionals 

WELL Accredited 
Professionals
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Elevating Nebraska’s 
Youngest Learners

RDG has led in shaping high-quality early learning environments across Nebraska and 
the nation. Since 2002, we have partnered with the Buffett Early Childhood Fund and 
the Ounce of Prevention Fund to support the expansion of Educare Schools—a national 
network committed to ensuring every child thrives through quality early learning.

Our team led the design of the first Educare in Omaha and has contributed to nearly 
every Educare facility developed since. Today, 25 schools across the U.S. serve more 
than 4,000 infants and toddlers in underserved communities, including the first  
Educare early learning facility on tribal lands in the U.S. with the Winnebago Educare 
Center. Our work has helped establish Educare as a model of excellence in early 
childhood education, earning over 14 design awards and achieving LEED certification  
for eight buildings. This national perspective has enriched our projects in Nebraska, 
where we’ve designed 15 early childhood centers that reflect best practices  
in learning design. 

Beyond architecture, we engage with partners through the Early Childhood Roundtable 
and other state-level efforts to shape policy and practice. As a strategic partner to the 
Educare Learning Network, we help unite diverse voices including school districts,  
Head Start agencies, higher education, local governments, nonprofits and families  
to plan environments that align with local needs and educational goals.

Our presentation, Architecture as Wrapper for Program, illustrates how intentional 
design supports instruction, fosters community, and creates inclusive, developmentally 
appropriate spaces. We’ve applied this approach in communities across Nebraska, 
including Omaha and Lincoln, and smaller towns like Red Cloud and Albion, helping 
advance early childhood initiatives and long-term community investment.

Educare of Lincoln
Lincoln, NE

Learning Community Center of North Omaha
Omaha, NE

Plambeck Early Childhood Education Center
Kearney, NE
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Designing for 
Lifelong Learning

In addition to our early learning work, RDG has decades of experience designing 
K-12 learning environments. For 20 years, we authored Omaha Public Schools’ 
5-Year Facilities Plans and designed more than 40 elementary, middle and high 
school buildings across the state.

Our integrated expertise in early learning and K-12 design fuels innovation.  
A prime example is Omaha’s Gateway Campus, a comprehensive campus  
serving children from birth through eighth grade.

We also invest in the future of education by supporting the ACE (Architecture, 
Construction, Engineering) Mentorship program and hosting KANEKO Creative 
Camps, introducing young students to design and the built environment.

Educare of Winnebago
Winnebago, NE

Omaha North High Magnet School
Engineering, Science & Technology Addition
Omaha, NE

Omaha Public Schools Bluestem Middle School
Omaha, NE
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Creating the Next Generation  
of Nebraska’s Healthcare Leaders

Closing Rural Workforce Gaps
RDG has played a pivotal role in assisting the University of Nebraska Medical  
Center (UNMC) address the shortage of rural healthcare professionals. Through  
a long-standing partnership, RDG co-authored the UNMC’s “Education in the 
21st Century” master plan in 2001, which laid the foundation for transformative 
educational facilities. Over the past decade, RDG has led the design and completion 
of six major health science buildings on the Omaha and Kearney campuses, including 
the newly launched Rural Health Education Complex on the University of Nebraska 
Kearney campus. This complex directly supports the graduation of more healthcare 
professionals ready to serve rural Nebraska communities.

By designing state-of-the-art facilities that integrate advanced digital learning  
and collaboration tools, RDG has expanded UNMC’s capacity to deliver world-class 
nursing and health science education statewide. The College of Nursing’s five-campus 
model, made possible through robust digital infrastructure, ensures synchronous 
learning and hands-on training opportunities across Nebraska. RDG’s comprehensive 
approach to planning and design has had a tangible impact on closing rural workforce 
gaps and creating environments where education, research and clinical training 
converge to prepare students for the unique challenges of rural healthcare delivery.

UNK-UNMC Douglas A. Kristensen  
Rural Health Education Complex
Kearney, NE

Creighton University School of Dentistry
Omaha, NE

Scottsbluff Campus 
Pop. 14,700

Norfolk Campus 
Pop. 24,400

Omaha Campus 
Pop. 475,500

Lincoln Campus 
Pop. 253,500

Kearney Campus 
Pop. 33,400

UNMC - Davis Global Center 
Omaha, NE
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National Leaders in Health Science 
and Research Design

Due to our innovative health sciences projects in Nebraska, RDG has become a leading health  
science education and research design firm nationwide. RDG has designed groundbreaking facilities 
with several national universities to replicate the impactful architecture on their campuses.

University of Michigan College of Pharmacy
This new facility represents a bold step forward in a sustainable, future-focused education design. 
Upon completion later this year, the College of Pharmacy building will be LEED Gold certified and  
the tallest mass timber research building in the world, an architectural achievement anticipated 
to reduce embodied carbon by 40%. The building’s flexible, adaptive layout supports evolving 
pharmaceutical education needs while promoting collaboration and wellbeing. Visually and  
physically connected to the broader campus, the design integrates cutting edge sustainability 
strategies including a projected 15% reduction in energy use below code. 

Des Moines University Medicine and Health Sciences Campus
Set across 88-acres of the West Des Moines Innovation Corridor, Des Moines University’s new,  
ground-up campus establishes a premier destination for students, faculty, staff and friends of  
the university. The campus has achieved LEED Silver Certification and WELL Building Standard  
Gold Certification, making it the first health sciences campus globally to reach this milestone.  
These achievements underscore the university’s dedication to creating an environment that  
supports human health, ecological resilience and academic innovation.

Creighton University Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust Health Sciences Building
This expansion of an active and immersive new health science campus redefines health science 
education for Creighton University and the Southwest region. Together with the CL Werner Center  
for Health Sciences campus in Omaha, Nebraska, Creighton University practices distance  
synchronous and asynchronous learning using flexible, technology-infused learning methodologies. 

University of Iowa Health Science Academic Building 
This significant addition to the University of Iowa’s campus will provide much-needed space  
for the growth of the College of Health Sciences and enables the university to enhance the  
training and education of Iowa’s future healthcare workforce. The Health Science Academic  
Building is the largest and most comprehensive research and academic building to be completed  
in Iowa and provides state-of-the-art learning spaces that allow for future growth in three of the  
university’s most popular and top-ranked programs.

RDG is Nationally Ranked

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Scott Engineering
Lincoln, NE 

Creighton University Virginia G. Piper 
Charitable Trust Health Sciences Building
Phoenix, AZ

Nebraska Medicine - Lauritzen Outpatient Center
Omaha, NE

#18 #21by BD+C for 
Laboratory Design 

in Top 120 Science + Technology Facility 
Architecture Firms by BD+C for 2024 
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Building Places that 
Bring Communities Together

Urban Design & Public Space Projects
RDG leads civic revitalization in Nebraska by transforming public spaces into 
inclusive, lively community destinations. RDG’s decades-long association with 
South Omaha, reflected in projects like the South 24th Street streetscape and 
the Plaza de la Raza, celebrates Latino and immigrant heritage, has developed 
a thriving business district and urban center and is a fertile environment for new 
business. In La Vista, RDG’s vision for converting a golf course into a central park 
as a catalyst for urban development has produced a new downtown anchored  
by a performance space in the Astro Theater, a new mixed-use development,  
and details that ensure accessibility for all users. Beyond large urban areas,  
RDG also understands the importance of downtowns and public space to small 
towns and cities. Strategic, attainable projects have significantly improved civic 
and economic activity in Nebraska communities like Ogallala, Sidney, Laurel  
and others. 

Worship and Spiritual Spaces
RDG creates experiential spaces that unite communities through architecture 
rooted in place, purpose and meaning. From reflective spiritual environments 
to cultural destinations like the Knight Museum and Sandhills Center, our work 
celebrates the stories and landscapes that define Nebraska. Each space is 
designed to inspire connection, reflection and shared experience. We blend 
thoughtful design with local identity to craft enduring environments, drawing 
people together across generations and developing a deep sense of belonging, 
continuity and community well-being.

Western Nebraska Community College
Scottsbluff, NE

Prince of Peace Catholic Church
Kearney, NE

Plaza de la Raza
Omaha, NE
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Planning in Nebraska: Communities, 
Campuses and Connections

Comprehensive, Community-Driven Planning Across Nebraska
RDG brings a multidisciplinary and collaborative approach to planning projects 
statewide, encompassing civic, community, campus and corporate planning. 
RDG understands the potential in making physical and human connections. 
At the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC), a succession of master 
plans has transformed an urban campus, and a campus active transportation 
plan grew into the concepts that have guided UNMC’s new Edge development 
area. Other transformative master plans include the University of Nebraska 
at Kearney (UNK) and First National Bank of Omaha (FNBO). RDG’s municipal 
comprehensive planning work in Nebraska and surrounding states has built 
on the character of communities to help towns see new possibilities. RDG is 
a leader in the all-important area of affordable housing planning, developing 
detailed action plans for Omaha, Lincoln, Papillion and other cities, and has 
expanded that work throughout the Midwest. Each implementation-oriented 
plan engages diverse communities and stakeholders in developing actionable 
policies and recommendations. 

Leadership in Trails and Transportation Planning
RDG has been foundational in shaping Nebraska’s trail and transportation 
systems. As the lead consultant for Nebraska’s two statewide trail plans, 
RDG advanced a vision of interconnected recreational and cultural corridors 
across Nebraska, backed by field research and public input. On a local level, 
RDG has pioneered the concept of viewing streets, trails and greenways as 
interconnected transportation networks that provide useful alternative to 
the car, with a body of work encompassing small projects connecting Omaha 
neighborhoods to metropolitan trails to regional plans for urban areas in 
Oklahoma and Indiana. Our long-range perspective and understanding of 
the relationship of streets to economic development means that planning 
projects may take years to materialize, as in Downtown Beatrice, Nebraska, 
where initial conception developed a decade ago is now becoming a reality. 
RDG is also a strong advocate for balanced transportation, and staff serve  
on BikeWalk Nebraska and the Nebraska Trails Foundation boards. As 
the lead consultant for two statewide trail plans—including the landmark 
1994 “Network of Discovery”—RDG advanced a vision of interconnected 
recreational and cultural corridors across Nebraska, backed by field research 
and public input. Regionally, RDG supports transportation advocacy in metro 
Omaha, influencing infrastructure, connectivity and public policy to enhance 
mobility and community design.

South Omaha  
Streetscape Revitalization
Omaha, NE

Nebraska City Trails Plan
Nebraska City, NE
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AIA Awarded Projects in Nebraska
	• Child Saving Institute

	• CO2 Building Apartments, Penthouse  
and Coffee Shop

	• Early Learning Center at Gateway Elementary

	• Early Learning Center at Skinner Elementary

	• Educare of Omaha at Kellom Elementary

	• Elkhorn Community & Recreation Center

	• Ervin & Smith Office Space

	• First National Bank - Service Center

	• First National Bank of Omaha Branch  
at Metro Crossing

	• First National Bank of Omaha Child  
Development Center

	• Fort Calhoun Elementary School

	• Fortune 500 Company Child  
Development Center

	• Goodwill Industries Headquarters

	• Goodwill Retail Facility - 156th & Maple

	• Goodwill Retail Facility - 84th & Giles

	• KANEKO Play Exhibit

	• Knight Museum and Sandhills History Center

	• North Omaha Readiness Center

	• Omaha North High Magnet School 
Engineering, Science & Technology Addition

	• Omaha Park Seven

	• Papillion Downtown Plaza

	• Rader’s Business Interiors

	• RDG Omaha Corporate Office

	• RDG Schutte Wilscam Birge Offices

	• St.  Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church

	• St. Vincent de Paul

	• University of Nebraska-Lincoln Outdoor  
Adventures Center

	• Waitt Media Office Interiors

	• Xenon International - School of Hair Design

Child Saving Institute
Omaha, NE

University of Nebraska Kearney
College of Nursing and Allied Health

First National Bank of Omaha
Childhood Development Center
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Investing in the Future 
of the Profession

RDG is passionate about growing the next generation of designers. Through internships, teaching, 
scholarships and hands-on youth programs like the KANEKO camps, we stay closely connected to 
Nebraska’s educational community, investing in students, sharing what we know and helping shape  
a more thoughtful future through design.

Internships
RDG supports student development through meaningful internship opportunities across various 
disciplines. For decades, we have proudly hosted student interns, many of whom have become 
integral team members. Our partnership with the University of Nebraska is especially significant,  
as many of our professionals are alumni, and the institution holds a special place in our culture  
and history. RDG actively recruits student interns through the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Career 
Fairs and maintains ongoing relationships with faculty and academic programs to identify emerging 
local talent and recruit emerging professionals to remain in their home state. 

Teaching at UNL & UNO
Beyond internships, we also encourage  
and support our staff in giving back to  
the educational community. Two of our 
architects currently serve as instructors  
in the fourth-year design studio at UNL, 
reflecting our broader commitment to 
education and mentorship.

Scholarships & Endowments
RDG has funded many University of Nebraska 
endowed initiatives, including annual student 
research and scholarships in the name of 
UNL graduates and RDG Principals:

	• Roger Schutte and Charles Wilscam 
Student Awards

	• John Birge Fellows Program

Kaneko Architecture Camp 
Since 2018, RDG has led KANEKO’s 
architecture camps, offering Nebraska  
K-12 youth hands-on opportunities to  
explore the built environment through 
creativity and design. The camp introduces 
fundamental architectural concepts through 
accessible exercises like black-and-white 
compositions and collage work. This initiative 
reflects RDG’s deep commitment to nurturing  
young minds and building curiosity, critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills.  
The program reinforces RDG’s influential 
role in advancing architecture education 
in Nebraska and empowering the next 
generation of designers to imagine a  
more thoughtful and inclusive future.

10,000+ 
Cumulative Hours

33 Interns  
2021 - 2024

44 Employees are   
University of Nebraska Alumni
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May 29, 2025 
 
 
AIA Nebraska 
335 N. 8th Street, Suite A 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
 
 
Dear AIA Nebraska Architecture Firm Award Jurors, 
 
I write with great pleasure in support of RDG Planning & Design as Firm of the Year.  
 
For nearly 25 years, Buffett Early Childhood Fund has worked closely with the RDG team to 
build a nationwide network of state-of-the-art early childhood centers called Educare. 
Currently, there are 25 Educare schools in 15 states plus Washington, DC, and the Winnebago 
Nation. In addition to the Winnebago center, Nebraska has two Educares in Omaha and one in 
Lincoln. The nation’s 26th Educare broke ground this past March in San Antonio. 
 
First and foremost, we applaud the humility, respect and deep listening that RDG brings to 
every project. Each Educare is tailored to suit its local community – be it urban, suburban, rural 
or Native American. Each Educare provides top-notch early care and education to between 
130-200 infants, toddlers, preschoolers and their families. Without such quality care, the 
children served by Educare are likely to arrive at Kindergarten one-to-two years behind the 
children from affluent families. Each Educare also serves as a catalyst for change, boosting 
child care quality throughout its state and using rigorous data to promote efforts to invest more 
in the first five years of life and learning.  
 
RDG’s approach is rooted in deep listening sessions involving community leaders, including a 
series of architectural charrettes in which local representatives co-create the Educare space. 
Having designed or collaborated on nearly every Educare in the coast-to-coast network, RDG 
has been able to share lessons learned with each new project so the new Educares incorporate 
everything the early childhood field is learning about what it takes to create safe, nurturing, 
high-quality indoor and outdoor environments for very young children. 
 
Second, we salute the endless curiosity and exceptional leadership that the RDG team 
demonstrates. Having tackled many additional early childhood projects beyond the reach of the 
national Educare Network, RDG has grown into the field-leading architectural firm in the 
United States when it comes to early care and education. What’s more, we know RDG 
regularly shares what they are learning not just with new clients, but more broadly at 
conferences and educational events across the country, for example, at Yale University. 
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Third, RDG is a tireless advocate for sustainable design. The young children of the families 
who cross each Educare’s threshold will literally inherit the planet. With RDG’s support and 
guidance, early childhood leaders from Seattle to Oklahoma City, and from Phoenix to Maine 
have worked to attain LEED certification for their Educare centers. 
 
Fourth, RDG is remarkably versatile. Educare San Antonio is a $20+ million project spanning 
25,000 square feet. RDG also knows how to work on a much less expensive, far more intimate 
scale, providing inspiring solutions to child care needs in Boone County, Gage County and 
elsewhere throughout Nebraska. RDG’s Ed Buglewicz also co-authored a free guide shared 
widely throughout Nebraska identifying questions smaller, more resource-limited programs 
should consider when designing their child care homes and other spaces. We know RDG’s 
versatility extends to other fields, as well, from health care to higher education, from 
elementary and middle schools to corporate campuses, from vibrant public spaces to inviting 
spiritual spaces, and more. 
 
In short, RDG is responsible for building a vast number of beacons of hope across Nebraska 
and throughout the United States. RDG Planning & Design well deserves the Firm of the Year 
award. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jessie Rasmussen 
President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

808 Conagra Drive | Suite 200 | Omaha | NE | 68102 
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