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, COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE
Heather Hughes, AlA, President 4 Architecture & Interior Design Programs
AlA Nebraska -
335 N. 8th Street, Ste. A
Lincoln, NE 68508

RE: AIA Nebraska Architecture | Design Education Award Nomination Letter for Jason Griffiths
Dear Ms. Hughes and the AIA Nebraska Honors & Awards Jury,

It is with honor and great pleasure that | nominate Professor Jason Griffiths for the AIA Nebraska Architecture | Design Education
Award. | have known Prof. Griffiths for more than 22 years as a tireless advocate for students and for the technical and cultural
advancement of the discipline of Architecture. Jason Griffiths integrates teaching with research into mass-timber construction to
instill among students an innate understanding of emerging practices of low-carbon construction. His students develop a deep
knowledge of architecture as a collective act of making buildings while supporting socially and environmentally sustainable forestry
practices. Through design research, writing, design-build teaching, and the advocacy of advanced construction technologies, he has
made a significant contribution to architectural education in the UNL College of Architecture and beyond. | know of no other
educator in the region more deserving of this award.

Professor Griffiths is an internationally recognized leader in design-build pedagogy, a mode of service learning whereby faculty and
students come together around challenging projects to apply haptic knowledge through hands-on construction of buildings, often
serving for nonprofits and historically marginalized communities. In this setting, students learn by doing. Jason maintains that there is
no substitute for the visceral knowledge of physical construction to convey the essential lessons of architecture to students. Prof.
Griffiths’ innovation in this area is to engage students in advanced research through the design and construction process whereby
they create new knowledge and transferable lessons alongside producing functional built products for their engagement partners.
Few educators have attempted this hybrid form of education and rigorous research, and fewer have succeeded at the level of Prof.
Griffiths. His students not only design and construct actual buildings for nonprofits and communities, but they also develop research
through the design-build process and publish that work in international venues. Under his guidance and with his co-creative input,
Prof. Griffiths’ students have received numerous international design awards, published their work and findings in prestigious
journals, and impacted diverse communities and individuals including the University of Nebraska’s Cedar Point Biological Station and
on the Santee Sioux reservation, site of the first conditioned mass-timber building in Nebraska, designed by Jason and his students.

He developed his approach at schools in Europe and through student workshops he led in China, India, and around the U.S., but his
base of operation and locus of his research is in Nebraska. A unique aspect of the work is the development of engineered lumber
construction in the peculiar context of the Great Plains, a region not known for its role in the timber industry. Projects such as the
Baxa Cabin, the Miser’s Ruin, and Blind at Cedar Point explore the possibilities of mass timber construction specific to its region,
through techniques developed by Jason and his students to utilize invasive Eastern Red Cedar trees as a viable construction material.
The importance of this work and its potential to create a circular economy of building in the Great Plains cannot be overstated. XX-
Lam takes this a step further to explore the spatial and structural possibilities of curved, cross-laminated timber construction using
small-scale, economical vacuum forming techniques, modeling the potential for a small-scale mass-timber industry appropriate to the
region. The award-winning project was installed at Cedar Point as a Blind for scientific observation of a Prairie Dog community.

The impact Professor Griffiths has made through both research and teaching is far-reaching and | know that there are many students
and practicing architects who, like me, have been inspired by his tireless effort to transform the discipline through the collaborative
setting of the design-build studio. It is with utmost enthusiasm that | nominate Professor Jason Giriffiths for this prestigious award
from the AIA Nebraska.

Sincerely,

I

Jeffrey L. Day, FAIA, NCARB

Professor of Architecture & Landscape Architecture
NAAB President

Founding Partner, Actual Architecture Company
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William Cox, M.Arch- Architectural Designer - Willcox.v2@gmail.com - 949.292.9327

June 2, 2025

AlA Nebraska
335 North 8th Street, Suite A
Lincoln, NE 68508

Dear AIA Nebraska Awards Jury,

My Name is William Cox, | received my Bachelor's in Environmental Studies from SOKA University in 2017, and
my M.Arch from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) in 2021. | am currently an Architectural Designer and
Clark & Enersen in Lincoln, Nebraska. | am pleased to highly recommend Jason Griffiths for the AIA Nebraska
Award for Architectural/Design Education for his transformative influence on me and many of my peers.

When entering into my Graduate Studies in Architecture from the field of Environmental Studies, | was looking
for professors who | could explore my thoughts on ecology with, and Jason Griffiths became a professor from
whom continued insight could be draw. He is a professor extremely committed to my and many others’ education
and continued development during this pivotal time and to this day. While at UNL, | was fortunate to take Griffiths’
course on Materials & Assemblies and a Graduate Design-Build Studio, where the over-arching focus was
materiality, making, and ecology.

In the Materials & Assembly Course, | was introduced to many different building techniques. These building
techniques were taught in relation to their environment, available resources, and available skills of the
communities. This has influenced how | think about sustainability as a whole and has provided a framework for
what materials are appropriate to use in different circumstances. Additionally, this cultivated a strong sense of
material constraints, a skill set | continued to hone in the profession. Constraints also played a large role in the
Design-Build Studio, and Giriffiths’ ability to tactfully guide us through them was invaluable.

As part of the studio, we worked with community members and various stakeholders, introducing us to real
constraints while still holding to the design tenants of the studio. This promoted us to collectively find a solution
that was appropriate in terms of materiality, community, ecology, and budget. The very fact that the project would
be constructed changed our perspective. We valued the pragmatic and understated - the easily constructible and
locally sourced methods and materials. We all developed a sense of ownership in even the smallest details and
how they relate to the project as a whole. Griffiths was absolutely instrumental in helping us take a sense of pride
and ownership in these details. His vast network of connections allowed us to contact manufacturers to further
hone in on the processes and constructability of these projects. Along with this, his continued support through
critiques, lectures, and research allowed for a successful project and experience. Recently it has been exciting
to be a part of critiques of his current design-build projects and see them come to life, such as The Mizers Ruin.

Attending the design-build studio reviews as an Alumni has been enriching to hear the various topics and the
depth in which the students explore these ideas. Throughout these studio projects, | have seen each student
have a visible voice in the studio no matter their discipline background, be it architecture, landscape, or interiors.
| continue to lean on the skills | learned during my formative education with Griffiths, and it is great to witness
more students he has cultivated the same passion within. For these many reasons, | am delighted to recommend
Jason Griffiths for the AIA Nebraska Award for Architectural/Design Education.

Sincerely,

William Cox



. University of Nebraska - College of Architecture

Regarding: Letter of Support for Associate Professor Jason Griffiths—AIA Nebraska Award for
Architectural Design Education

To: ATA Nebraska Awards Committee

From: Kevin G. Van Den Wymelenberg, PhD

Date: May 27, 2025

Dear AIA Nebraska Awards Committee,

It is with the utmost enthusiasm and conviction that I write to support the nomination of Associate
Professor Jason Griffiths for the AIA Nebraska Award for Architectural Design Education. As
Dean of the College of Architecture at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, I have had the privilege
of working closely with Professor Griffiths for the past few years and have witnessed first-hand the
extraordinary impact he has made on our students, our institution, and the broader architectural
community. Professor Griffiths exemplifies the spirit and intent of this award through his
distinguished service, innovative pedagogy, and unwavering commitment to advancing architectural
education in Nebraska and beyond.

Professor Griffiths is a consummate educator whose teaching philosophy is rooted in the belief that
architecture is both a discipline and a passionate calling—one that demands intellectual rigor,
creative exploration, and social responsibility. His teaching career spans continents and cultures,
with significant appointments at leading institutions in the United States, United Kingdom, India,
and China. At the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, he served as assistant professor from 2015-2018
including a period as the Hyde Chair of Excellence, and has served as Associate Professor with
tenure since 2018 holding the title W. Cecil Steward Professor. His international experience,
including visiting faculty positions at NIRMA University and Sharda University in India, as well as
the Architectural Association in London and Chengdu, China, the Bartlett and Oxford Brookes has
enriched our curriculum and broadened the horizons of our students, preparing them to thrive in a
globalized profession.

A hallmark of Professor Griffiths’ educational approach is his integration of design-build pedagogy,
which bridges the gap between theory and practice. Through signature projects such as the Cedar
Point Bio Station, The Mizer’s Ruin in Ogallala, and several others locally and internationally, he has
provided students with transformative, hands-on experiences that foster critical thinking, technical
mastery, and an appreciation for the social and environmental dimensions of architecture. These
projects not only serve as exemplary models of sustainable and community-engaged design, but they
also offer students a valuable opportunity to see their ideas realized in the built environment—an
experience that is both empowering and enduring.

Professor Griffiths’ influence is felt far beyond the classroom. His research and creative practice are
at the forefront of contemporary architectural discourse, particularly in the areas of sustainability,
material innovation, and the cultural context of design. His 2011 book, Manifest Destiny: A Guide to the
Essential Indifference of American Suburban Housing, challenges conventional paradigms and encourages
students to critically examine the forces shaping our built environment. His ongoing research,
supported by prestigious grants such as the USDA Wood Innovation Grant and the U.S. Forest
Service Wood Innovations grant, Nebraska Environmental Trust has advanced the use of
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engineered wood products and sustainable building practices in architectural education and
professional practice alike.

The cumulative effect of Professor Griffiths’ teaching is evident in the achievements and recognition
of his students, many of whom have gone on to distinguished careers in architecture and related
fields. He has consistently inspired students to pursue excellence, to question assumptions, and to
make meaningful connections between architectural theory, technology and materials, and practice.
His mentorship extends well beyond graduation, as he remains a trusted advisor and advocate for his
former students, embodying the values of lifelong learning and professional stewardship.

Professor Griffiths is also a leader in service to the profession and the academy. He has chaired key
committees within the College of Architecture, including the College Engagement and Enrichment
Committee and the Professional Program Committee, and has served as a Faculty Senator. His
commitment to advancing architectural education is further evidenced by his active participation as
an invited juror and lecturer at peer institutions nationwide and internationally, as well as his role as
a reviewer for professional and academic publications. His leadership has been recognized through
numerous awards, including the 2019, 2020 and 2024 ACSA Design-Build Awards, the 2023 ACSA
Timber Education Prize, as well as his award of the W. Cecil Steward Professorship here in the
College of Architecture.

In addition, Professor Griffiths’ creative work has been featured in prominent exhibitions and
publications, and he is a sought-after speaker at conferences and symposia, including recent invited
lectures at Texas A&M, Clemson, UMass, Northeastern, and our very own AIA-NE symposium.
His projects, such as the Emerge cabin—voted among the top 100 wooden buildings in the USA by
ArchDaily—demonstrate his commitment to design excellence and innovation.

In summary, Associate Professor Jason Griffiths is a transformative educator whose distinguished
service, innovative teaching, and profound influence on students and colleagues make him
exceptionally deserving of the AIA Nebraska Award for Architectural Design Education. His
contributions have had a lasting, positive impact on the profession and on architectural education in
Nebraska and beyond. I offer my highest and most enthusiastic endorsement of his nomination.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

# WD Uyt

Kevin G. Van Den Wymelenberg, PhD
Dean, College of Architecture, University of Nebraska
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Biography

Jason Griffiths is an associate professor at the College of Architecture University of Nebraska Lincoln. He received his
Masters in Architecture with distinction from the Bartlett School of Architecture, UK in 1994. Griffiths has held the Hyde
Chair of Excellence, the Hawthorne Distinguished Professor and is currently the Cecil Steward Professor of Sustainability.
From 2017-19, he was a professor of Summer Immersion at The School of Architecture at Taliesin, and in 2022, was
named the Hannover Visiting Professor at Leibnitz University. Recent awards include ACSA Design-Build Award (four
times 2019, 20, 24,25), the WoodWorks/ Wood Products Council Wood Design Award, and the 2023 Softwood Lumber
Board Timber Education Prize. Grant recognition includes two USDA Forest Service Wood Innovations Grants and the
Nebraska Environmental Trust Award. Other recognition consists of the recipient of the 2023 Fulbright “alternate” award
(accepted pending funding) and speaker for the Timber Design Faculty Development Workshop Clemson.

Griffiths has received prizes in eleven competitions including first prize in the AA FAB 2009, Temple of Laughter,
Millennium Café competitions. Other competition prizes include Future Visions of Kyoto, Aomori Housing, Shinkenchiku
Residential Design (three times) and the Oklahoma Memorial.

Griffiths’ book Manifest Destiny — A Guide to the Essential Indifference of American Housing published by the Architectural
Association Press explores a visual anthropology of the North American suburbs. Following its publication, Griffiths
received the Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM) book award (Typology) at the Frankfurt Book Fair. He was included as
one of the ten entries in “2011 year in review: Best in architecture” by Los Angeles Times architecture critic Christopher
Hawthorne. Other publications include chapters in 306090 through Princeton Architectural Press, Volume Magazine,

Mas Context and regular contributions to UnCube. He has also been published in AA Files, Architecture, JA, JAE and the
Sunday Times.

Since joining UNL, Griffiths has been instrumental in introducing the emerging practice of engineered lumber to the
curriculum. His work challenges students to explore new forms of carbon-sequestering cross-laminated timber (CLT)

Jason Griffiths - BA Hons. Dip. Arch. UK
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construction. In 2017, Griffiths established PLAIN Design-Build to empower students through a transdisciplinary
combination of mass-timber, advanced fabrication, and sustainable forestry production. Students develop a haptic
knowledge of architecture through hands-on construction of buildings for non-profit organizations. Through PLAIN Design-
Build, Griffiths is responsible for the first three CLT buildings within the Great Plains region, with projects for The Baxa
Fellowship Residence, the South Sioux City Orchard Facility and the Santee Sioux Child Resource Center. Other projects
include The Mizer’s Ruin, Emerge at the Bauman Tree Farm in Eugene, Oregon, and Mazo Bandstand in Wisconsin
(along with recent projects in Delhi and Ahmedabad)

Prior to joining UNL, Griffiths mixed practice with teaching and competition work. After his first competition win in 1994,

he was invited to teach with Sir Peter Cook on the Bartlett’s M. Arch. and Dip 9 Unit with Professor David Greene. During
the 90s, he built a portfolio of competition prizes and teaching positions in London and Oxford. He co-directed graduate
studies at the University of Westminster and was a senior lecturer at Oxford Brookes University. In 2003 he moved to
North America and taught at the Tech de Monterrey, the University of Texas at Austin, lowa State University and Arizona
State University. He has also held visiting positions at ESTAM in Madrid, the AA Visiting School in Chengdu, Sharda
University in Delhi and Nirma University in Ahmedabad. From 2017-19 he was professor of the Summer Immersion
program at The School of Architecture at Taliesin in Wisconsin. In addition, Griffiths has lectured widely throughout Europe,
Asia and North America.

Griffiths’ professional practice is based on a multidisciplinary approach to architecture, working through buildings,
competitions, public art, writing and photography. Built work includes The Lowest House and the Duerinckx Residence,
along with public art and furniture installations for the City of Tempe. He has exhibited work in London and North America,
including the solo exhibition, Not What We Bought at Project Row Houses in Houston.
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Statement of Contributions
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Jason Griffiths integrates teaching with research into mass-timber fabrication that provides the student with
a deep understanding of emerging practices of low-carbon construction. His students develop knowledge of
architecture through the collective act of making buildings that support socially sustainable forestry practices.

Since arriving in the US, the mainstay of Jason’s teaching has been design-build. Before his appointment at UNL, he had
completed eleven projects in the USA accompanied by a collection of awards and academic recognition. His award of the
Hyde Chair of Excellence in 2015 and subsequent appointments as associate professor and W. Cecil Steward Professor
have allowed him to structure creative opportunities at the confluence of research and design-build pedagogy. This
recognition provided the opportunity to broaden the discourse of architecture at UNL by including atypical clients and non-
profit organizations. He engages students in stakeholder discussions and encourages alternative means of fabrication that
leverage social equity issues and develop a discourse on contemporary craft in architecture. Jason maintains that there is
no substitute for experience-based learning through physical construction to convey the essential lessons of architecture.
By demonstrating architecture’s socio-economic setting, students encounter a comprehensive collaborative network that
produces good architecture. For Jason, design-build pedagogy is a unique space that sits between academia and the
professions. It provides students with firsthand architectural knowledge and widens the discourse of innovative practice.
This space allows students to strategize buildings that combine the most advanced timber prefabrication system with
regionally sensitive responses.

His first design-build project for the Bauman Family Tree farm in Oregon was recognised in the 2017 Woodworks award
and Arch Daily’s “100 most influential timber buildings in the USA” for how it engaged high school forestry education
programs with the societal structure of family-run forestry industries. This project led to three other projects, with unique
challenges towards social equity and regional forestry practices. While the project to Santee Sioux took on issues of
sexual abuse of Native American children, The South Sioux City project ASHED explored issues of environmental
resilience by adapting stocks of ash trees threatened by borer infestation. The third project during this period began a
unique relationship with the Cedar Point Bio Station that initiated, and continues to explore, the inequities of tree species
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classification in the agriculture industry. Finally, the Baxa Cabin, The Mizer’s Ruin and BLIND are projects that challenge
the accepted practice of destroying eastern red cedar trees by finding new solutions for harvesting, fire hazard reduction,
and construction methodology.

Griffiths’s teaching engages students in carbon auditing for construction projects. In this case embodied carbon (EC)
refers to the “carbon emissions released during the extraction, manufacturing, transportation, construction and end-of-life
phases of buildings.” PLAIN projects are audited to assess the effectiveness of using locally produced materials over more
conventional supply chains for standard construction. In the case of projects at Cedar Point Bio Station, local materials
refer mainly to site-milled eastern red cedar used for most of the construction elements. This process is directly involved

in the harvesting, milling and assembling of the timber elements of the building and provides precise knowledge of the
material flow from cradle to construction. These assessments are part of the project’s Life Cycle Analysis (LCA). In these
cases, we are only able to assess EC for LCA Stages A1-A5 (Production Stage and Construction Stage but not including
B1 — B7 (Use Stage) or (C1 — C4) (End-of-Life Stage: Module C)

Jason’s work also offers an ongoing reflection of the impact and post-occupancy of projects via peer-reviewed reflection.
This has culminated in 16 peer-reviewed conference papers, numerous invitations for public lectures and visiting
professorships worldwide. In some cases, students are invited to co-write and present conference papers providing unique
learning responsibility and collective recognition of student participation.

The success of this teaching model has formed the basis of successful grant applications from the USFS and the
Nebraska Environmental Trust with a total of $417K.In addition, this has produced funding for the sponsored project with
an approximate value of $690 K.

Collectively these contributions have impacted multiple collaborators through direct engagement with Nebraskan
communities that is so central to the land grant mission of the University of Nebraska.
PLAIN D*B



PLAIN D+B - Teaching Tenets

Teaching Design-Build studios and courses in engineered
lumber has allowed Jason to develop a series of tenets that
define the overarching aims of each project.

These help students define areas of expertise within each
project and allow them to reference an expanding range

of buildings for non-profit organizations in the Midwest,
Oregon and India. Students learn how engineered lumber (
CLT, DLT, NLT, Glu-Lam etc.) can have multiple outcomes
in terms of sustainable futures (carbon sequestration,
production efficiency scale, large volume, mid-high rise,
etc.). Students gain experience building with engineered
lumber (particularly cross-laminated timber CLT) and locally
sourced lumber to promote the social significance of work
within regional communities.

This teaching is focused on the potential of regional
production and its impact on the diversity of local
forestry biomes, species diversity and its socio-economic
consequences.

Academic Reflection

Engneered Lumber

Regional Lumber Production

Individual Responsibility

Y
1=
1
{
.‘¢
i
y

Student Collaboration

Jason Griffiths - BA Hons. Dip. Arch. UK

Carbon Sequestration

Circular Economies

Low Emdodied Energy

Reduction of Fire Hazards

Socially Responsible Work
Environments

Life Cycle Analysis

Sensitive Forestry
Practices

Tree Species Diversification

Engagement with Local Communities

Study of Ordinary / Rural Building
Typologies
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PLAIN D*B - Curriculum

Jason’s teaching is integrated into the curriculum from 2nd
year through to master’s level Design Research studio.
This course sequence provides specialization in engineered
lumber throughout the undergraduate and master’s
programs. This sequence begins with components

of required classes in year 2 (3-credit Materials and
Assemblies), a CLT Professional Elective Innovative Timber
Construction (Level 4,5,8), and Collaborate Studio (Level 4
DB themes), and Design-Build Design Research Studio’s
(Level 5/6). These classes contribute to current grant-
funded projects being built by students as part of PLAIN.

The next course under consideration (entitled CIRC-LAM)
will focus on aspects of carbon sequestration, circular
economies and socially sustainable practices.

This course will build on work by PLAIN by integrating
an established model of analysis demonstrated through
completed projects in local Nebraskan communities.

Future courses under consideration include an
undergraduate minor, graduate certificate and an MSc in
mass-timber currently under consideration.

Year

EXISTING

Materials & Assemblies
Summer Design Build
Design-Build Studio

Innovative Timber Construction Professional Elective

----ACSA 2020 Timber Education Prize

Iady
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