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BIOGRAPHY

	 Audrey Cherek is a extremely driven and passionate fourth-year student at 
the University of Nebraska at Lincoln pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Design in 
Architecture and a minor in Business Administration.
	
	 Within the College of Architecture, Audrey is a Peer Mentor, Ambassador, and 
Student Blogger for the Advising Department, a UCARE (Undergraduate Creative 
Activities and Research Experiences) Student Researcher under Professor Brian 
M. Kelly, President of the UNL chapter of the American Institute of Architecture 
Students, Treasurer of the Psi chapter of Tau Sigma Delta, a member of The Gallery, 
a member of the National Organization of Minority Architecture Students, and the 
former chapter Secretary and Second-Year Representative of the UNL chapter of 
the American Institute of Architecture Students. 

	 Outside of the College of Architecture, Audrey is the Senator for the College 
of Architecture for the Association of Students at the University of Nebraska, 
a member of the American Institute of Architecture Students’ National Ethics 
Committee, a member of the Campus Orchestra and the Cello Choir, and a summer 
Design Intern at DLR Group in Omaha, Nebraska. In her free time, Audrey enjoys 
watercolor painting, casting, yoga, and cooking.
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STATEMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS

	 Audrey Cherek has made significant academic contributions to UNL and its College of Architecture in 
addition to advancing her extracurricular communities through leadership and outreach efforts. During her 
time thus far as a student at UNL, Audrey has been a five-time member of the College of Architecture’s Dean’s 
List, aided in the UNL College of Architecture’s Spring 2024 NAAB accreditation, critiqued the midterm project 
of a DSGN111 “Design Making” first-year studio, was selected as the third-year representative to present her 
studio work during the College of Architecture’s Showcase for prospective students, and was a featured student 
panelist for the UNL College of Engineering’s Women in STEM Day for high school students.

	 Her design work has received numerous awards, from being published in The Gallery’s Spring 2024 
Student Work Publication for her project entitled “Industrial Digestion” (created in collaboration with Fletcher 
Kuper during Zac Porter’s ARCH211 “Ideate” studio), to receiving a SARA New York Design Award and being 
named a finalist for the BWBR Competition for her project entitled “Cognitive Canvas” (created during David 
Newton’s ARCH310 “Organize” studio). Additionally, her 2024-25 UCARE student research presentation entitled 
“Biases and Bloopers in Comfy UI” (created under the direction of Professor Brian M. Kelly) was selected as the 
undergraduate winner from the College of Architecture of the 2025 Student Research Days Competition 2025. 

	 Due to her outstanding academic performance, Audrey has received the Darrell D. Rippeteau Scholarship 
for Architecture and Business Management, the George E. Clayton Scholarship for rural design, the College of 
Architecture Class of 1968 Scholarship, and the David Distinguished Scholarship.

	 Within her academic communities, Audrey has a passion for leading her peers and advancing the overall 
involvement of the student body within academic extracurriculars. She first found this passion as UNL AIAS’s 
Second-Year Representative and quickly became Secretary for the 2024-25 academic year in order to be able 
to communicate with and reach out to her peers at a larger scale, and aided in sending herself and six other 
UNL AIAS member to Austin for AIAS’s national FORUM conference during January 2025 (which was the 
first time UNL AIAS members attended an AIAS national conference since before 2020). Now as President of 
UNL AIAS for the 2025-26 academic year, she hopes to continue to reach out to and serve her peers through 
increased national conference attendance for general members, frequent chapter programming, and continued 
fundraising efforts to support the conference attendance and chapter programming. Audrey is also a member 
of AIAS’s National Ethics Committee, where she creates and distributes materials promoting and explaining 
AIAS’s Code of Ethics, works on simplifying the document organization and verbiage of the AIAS Code of Ethics 
text, and aids in resolving ethics complaints and violations. 

	 Within her extracurricular communities, Audrey is passionate about advocating for her peers and their 
individual needs and interests at different scales. For the College of Architecture’s Advising Department, Audrey 
guides groups of first-year students throughout the Smart Start class and the D.One program as a Peer Mentor, 
leads prospective students on tours of Architecture Hall and answers any questions they might have as an 
Ambassador, and creates materials and organizes photography for publication on College of Architecture social 
media as a Student Blogger. As the peer-elected Senator of the College of Architecture for the Association 
of Students of the University of Nebraska at Lincoln, she works with fellow senators to introduce and vote 
on legislation, represent student voices, and collaborate in committees to address the needs and concerns 
of the local academic community. Audrey was additionally selected to join the Psi chapter of the Tau Sigma 
Delta national architectural honor society, for which now she collects and manages dues, processes payments, 
manages the SOFS account, and oversees purchases for programming and events as the chapter’s Treasurer.
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SUPPORTING MATERIAL
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS

	 Audrey Cherek has been extremely involved with the UNL chapter of the American Institute of 
Architecture Students and has held various leadership positions during her three years of involvement. 
During her second year she was the second-year representative, during her third year she was the 
chapter Secretary, and she was recently elected as chapter President for the 2025-26 academic year. 
As secretary of UNL AIAS, Audrey reorganized the internal digital file system and physical storage 
system, helped organize fundraising efforts to raise nearly three thousand dollars for conferences 
and programming, and aided in coordinating the Beaux Arts Ball. Her fundraising efforts aided in 
sending herself and six other students to the AIAS national FORUM conference in Austin TX (images 
below), and supported garnering record attendance numbers at the 2025 Beaux Arts Ball. She is also 
an active member of the AIAS National Ethics Committee, for which she produced info-graphics (top 
left image below) explaining the core values of the AIAS Code of Ethics and how general members can 
get involved, participated in resolving ethics violations, and is actively working on revising the Code 
of Ethics to include more examples, explanations, and definitions in order to make the text easier to 
understand. As chapter President for the 2025-26 academic year, she hopes to foster collaboration 
within the UNL AIAS Executive team in order to support chapter member attendance at national AIAS 
conferences (such as the 2025 Midwest Quad Conference and the 2025 FORUM Conference), increase 
quantity of regular chapter programming and meetings, and continue to develop the chapter’s 
fundraising efforts.
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SUPPORTING MATERIAL
UCARE STUDENT RESEARCHER

The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based upon any protected status. Please see go.unl.edu/nondiscrimination. ©2020. PL2002.

Comfy UI is a node-based interface allowing users 
to control the Stable Diffusion process by adjusting 
variables and input material. 

• Comfy UI is used by inputting either a Load Image 
(image to base the process on) or an Empty Latent Image 
(dimensions and quantity of output image(s)), then 
specifying text prompts and variables on the KSampler 
node, a central controller of variables for sampling during 
image generation.

• Samplers are the different methods used to clarify images, 
and different samplers provide different styles, shadow 
conditions, and color ranges.

• Various sampler models are quite similar to each other 
through their aesthetics, composition, color usage, and 
texture, while others are extremely distinct and unique from 
others. 

Samplers

What is Comfy UI?

Biases and Bloopers in Comfy UI
Audrey Cherek
College of Architecture
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• Denoising is the extent to which noise and unnecessary 
elements are removed with respect to the input image.

• A lower denoising value results in an image which more 
closely resembles the input image, while a higher value 
results in an image more affected by the variables modified 
(such as the text encoded prompt). For example, low 
values (below 0.2) appear to not change the image at all, 
while high values (above 0.6) allow the image to reveal the 
model’s complete understanding of the prompt to an honest 
fault (as seen in the addition of unnecessary doors below).

Denoising

Input Image 0.40.2

• Classifier Free Guidance, or CFG, is the extent to which the 
text encoded prompt is adhered to when forming an image.

• A lower CFG level results in an image which strays further 
away from the encoded text prompt, while a higher CFG 
level results in an image that follows the encoded text 
prompt closer. While very low values (below 3) appear to 
ignore the prompt, very high values (above 30) may cause 
the image to appear unrealistic.

Classifier Free Guidance

• CLIP (Contrastive Language-Image Pre-Training) Text 
Encoding functions through a pair of models trained on 
associating rastered images with corresponding textual 
descriptions, which is then used by Comfy UI to transform 
the inputted encoding text into a form that can condition 
image generation or modification. 

CLIP Text Encoding

Input image Negative “door” Negative “door”

In this exploration I aimed to determine the extent to which 
Comfy UI’s variables affect its output, while analyzing how 
errors and trends in output images reveal ingrained biases in 
the samplers and present opportunities for user authorship. 

• CLIP Text Encoding has both positive and negative nodes 
so that the user is able to outline which elements should be 
added or enhanced (through positive encoding) or removed 
(through negative encoding). 

• As seen in the image series below, the model outputted 
more accurate images when instructed to remove doors than 
when instructed to remove windows, indicating a greater 
awareness of the elements and features that constitute a 
door rather than a window.

Input Image DPM 2 AncestralDPMPP 2M CFG PP

DPMPP SDE GPU DPMPP 2M SDE GPUDPMPP 2M SDE

Input Image Positive “add door”Positive “add window”

0.5

0.6 0.80.7 0.9

Positive “add door”

Input Image CFG 5CFG 1 CFG 15

CFG 28 CFG 67CFG 45 CFG 100

Through this exploration, I determined that (as of March 
2025) the samplers within Comfy UI result in images 
which contain building forms, feature details, and uses 
of materiality which resemble those commonly found 
in the American domestic building typology. It presents 
opportunities for authorship in regards to fixture presence 
and vague materiality through adjustment of denoising 
levels, CFG levels, and wording of encoded text. At this 
moment alterations of specific image elements (such as 
materiality of certain room surfaces) are quite difficult 
without allowing the model full and complete autonomy, 
but general guidance is possible.

Negative “window”

• The variables found on the KSampler are Model (data 
trained to recognize patterns and make output decisions, 
CLIP Positive Text Encoding (prompting elements to 
include, CLIP Negative Text Encoding (prompting 
elements to exclude, Seed (value used to initialize the 
process), Seed modification after generation, Steps 
(length of the image generation process), CFG (‘classifier 
free guidance’ scale to adjust how closely the output 
resembles the prompt), Sampler (method that determines 
how the image is created or clarified), and Denoising 
(extent to which noise is removed from the image).

• Steps defines the number of image iterations the model will 
go through while denoising.

• Fewer steps result in less detailed (but quicker) outputs, 
while more steps result in more refined images that take 
longer to generate (and image definition plateaus above 25 
steps).

Steps

Input Image 15 steps, 60 seconds10 steps, 42 seconds

20 steps, 81 seconds 30 steps, 118 seconds 55 steps, 213 seconds40 steps, 154 seconds

Conclusion

5 steps, 21 seconds

	 Audrey Cherek studied the integration of 
artificial intelligence into architectural design 
and speculated on its impacts on the authorship 
of the design professional through reviewing 
contemporary texts and developing a taxonomy 
of various tools, their uses, and their biases 
under Professor Brian M. Kelly. Her presentation 
“Biases and Bloopers in Comfy UI” (below) was 
selected as the undergraduate winner from the 
College of Architecture during the 2025 Student 
Research Days Competition.



6

AIA NEBRASKA AIAS STUDENT AWARD SUBMISSION AUDREY CHEREK

SUPPORTING MATERIAL
PEER MENTOR & AMBASSADOR

	 As a peer mentor the College of Architecture’s advising department, Audrey is committed to 
supporting first-year students as they navigate the D. One curriculum and their first year in the University 
of Nebraska - Lincoln’s College of Architecture. She guided tours of UNL’s campus and Architecture 
hall for incoming students, led a group of 14 students during the Smart Start introduction course, 
hosted mid-semester check-in events to ensure that students felt heard, sent out weekly newsletters 
with information and events, and mentored students as they created their first-year portfolio for 
their application into the second year of their program. To support them with all of the knowledge 
they might need, Audrey curated information, resources, upcoming events, and tailored feedback 
for each of the students’ unique backgrounds and needs in her weekly newsletters. Additionally, she 
was continuously accessible to them through email and immediately answered all questions they had 
about involvements, coursework, and academic career paths.

	 As a student Ambassador for 
the College of Architecture, Audrey 
led tours for prospective students and 
their families and answered all of the 
questions they had about curriculum, 
culture, and the facilities during the 
Open House and Admitted Students 
Day, presented her ARCH 310 project 
as the third-year representative during 
the Architecture Showcase, and sat 
on a panel of fellow students at the 
College of Engineering’s Women in 
STEM Day for high school students and 
their families.

	 As a student blogger, Audrey compiled photographs 
and recounted her experiences as a student at the University 
of Nebraska - Lincoln, within the College of Architecture, and 
while studying abroad in Spain during the summer of 2023. The 
media she produced was posted to the University of Nebraska 
- Lincoln College of Architecture’s social media pages and 
website for alumni, current students, and prospective students 
to view. She aimed to draw students to the different programs 
and opportunities offered within the College of Architecture 
so that every student may be able to find their niche and their 
passions within their individualized academic journey.
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SUPPORTING MATERIAL
ASUN SENATOR FOR THE COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE

	 Audrey Cherek ran as the Association of 
Students at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln’s 
(ASUN) Senator for the College of Architecture 
with the student election group Ascend UNL, and 
was successfully elected with 65% of the votes 
(the largest margin observed). As a member 
of the Ascend UNL student election group, she 
spent nine weeks campaigning on the values of 
proven leadership, inclusive representation, and 
authentic advocacy. As a senator, Audrey works 
with fellow senators to introduce and vote on 
legislation, advocate for student voices, and 
collaborate in committees to address the needs 
and concerns of the local academic community. 
She aims to protect the rights of all students, 
support campus student groups advocating for 
marginalized groups, and fight for increased 
resources for students in smaller colleges and 
communities within the university.
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SUPPORTING MATERIAL
ADDITIONAL EXTRACURRICULAR INVOLVEMENTS

	 As a member of the UNL Glenn Korff School of Music’s 
Symphony Orchestra for three semesters, a member of the 
UNL Campus Orchestra for three semesters, and a member 
of Dr. Karen Becker’s Cello Choir for two semesters, Audrey 
has been extremely involved with the music community at 
the University of Nebraska - Lincoln. She has participated in 
nine concerts for the large university ensembles (Symphony 
Orchestra and Campus Orchestra), two recitals for Dr. Karen 
Becker’s Cello Choir, and was a member of the pit orchestra 
for the 2023 UNL Opera production of Tyler Goodrich White’s 
1999 opera “O Pioneers!” (see image to the left). 

	 During the summer of 2023, Audrey was selected as the 
only first-year student to attend UNL Architecture’s “Design 
Traditions and Making in Catalonia” study abroad program led 
by Professor Brian Kelly, which included a “Model Making in 
the Digital Age” workshop at the Atelier la Juntana studio in 
Liencres, Spain. Over the course of three weeks, she studied 
the art of sketching, watercolor painting, screen printing, press 
printing with an etched metal plate (see image to the left), and 
casting clay slip, resin, Jesmonite, bronze, and lead. Through 
this experience, Audrey discovered a passion for watercolor 
painting and casting which she then explored through and 
integrated within her subsequent studio courses.

	 Through excellent academic scholarship 
and ranking in the top 20% of her class, Audrey 
Cherek was invited to join UNL’s Psi chapter of the 
Tau Sigma Delta Honor Society for Architecture 
and the Allied Arts. Her work and honors were 
recognized at the 2025 Induction Banquet (see 
image to the left), and she was additionally 
elected by her fellow members as the chapter 
Treasurer for the 2025-26 academic year.
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SUPPORTING MATERIAL
DESIGN HONORS

SPRING 2024 | 54 | THE GALLERY

arch 211 PROFESSOR: zac porter
STUDENTS: audrey cherek & fletcher kuper

Industrial Digestion is a unique solution to 
a unique problem – a lack of fine-dining in 
a well-traversed but decentralized section 
of Lincoln. Wanting to draw attention to 
itself, this standalone restaurant utilizes 
corridors of Corten steel to produce a winding, 
rusty atmosphere, whose organic angles and 
undulating silhouette contrasts against a 
cage of aluminum mullions and frosted-glass 
panels. The cage attempts to blend in with 
the surrounding volumes but eventually gives 
way to the form within, creating a symbiotic 
relationship between adjacent buildings and the 
emergent triangulation of the restaurant. These 
relationships evolve alongside a rusting motif 
by drawing materiality from the many used-car 

dealerships and garages nearby, allowing the 
structure to pay homage to the site’s roots 
while exploring new forms. Continuing along the 
inside, this materiality (as mentioned earlier) 
constricts the interior dining space with a 
darkened interior, accented by the amber glow 
of Edison bulbs, mimicking a winding intestine.
These elements coalesce into the true apotheosis 
of what Industrial Digestion strives to deliver; 
a space where one can focus on understanding the 
food, prepared by rotating chefs, made with 
in-house cultivated food, within a digestion 
of the site’s materiality. A form invading the 
food scene, eating into the ground, breaking 
out of its cage, all to invite the public into 
an odd culinary experience.

industrial digestion

SPRING 2024 | 76 | THE GALLERY

arch 211� � � �� ��

Ground Floor Plan

� � � �� ��

East Section Perspective

	 Audrey Cherek’s project 
“Industrial Digestion”, created 
in collaboration with Fletcher 
Kuper during Zac Porter’s 211: 
Ideate studio, was featured in 
The Gallery’s 2024 Student 
Work Publication. The project, 
shown right, was a contextual 
regurgitation of the surrounding 
physical landscape  which carved 
space into the earth to establish 
a slow food supper club within 
Lincoln, Nebraska’s taxpayer 
blocks.

	 Audrey Cherek’s project 
“Cognitive Canvas”, created during 
David Newton’s 310: Organize 
studio, received a SARA NY 2025 
Design Award and was a finalist for 
the 2025 BWBR Competition. The 
project, shown below, interlocked 
cognitive research laboratories 
and art studios in order to study 
how observation affects the 
mental processes and confidence 
of the artists and patrons exploring 
various artistic crafts. 


