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Don Littler Excellence in Masonry Award 
Sponsored by the Nebraska Masonry Alliance

Honor Award



23-126 White Lotus Group | Nebraska Realty - Lincoln 
DLR Group
Lincoln, NE
Client: White Lotus Group

23-502 White Lotus Group | Nebraska Realty - Lincoln 
DLR Group
Lincoln, NE
Client: White Lotus Group & Nebraska Realty 



23-126 White Lotus Group | Nebraska Realty - Lincoln 
DLR Group
Lincoln, NE
Client: White Lotus Group
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Northeast View from Nebraska Highway 2- Formal Shift Creates Covered Program

Southwest View from 84th Street – Formal Shift Creates Roof Terrace  

Site Plan with First Floor Plan Overlay



Specification 042000 Unit Masonry – Face Brick

Manufacturer - Endicott 
Finish - Maganese Iron Spot  
Blend - 70% Velour 30% Smooth
Size - Modular 
Installation - 
Running bond 
½” proud offset every third brick 

The simple shift of the building form is emulated 
in the simple gesture of setting every third brick in 
the running bond a half inch proud of the field.  



This pattern is repeated around the entirety of the 
building creating dramatic shadow lines that shift 
throughout the day – most dynamic of which are 
on the eastern and western facing facades. 



This pattern is repeated around the entirety of the 
building creating dramatic shadow lines that shift 
throughout the day – most dynamic of which are 
on the eastern and western facing facades. 



Detail – Masonry Control Joint to Split Brick at Punched Openings
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23-409 Kiewit Luminarium Facade
HDR Inc.
Omaha, NE
Omaha Discovery Trust





This hands on, interactive STEM museum creates a place for people of all ages, identities, 
and backgrounds to explore astonishing phenomena at the intersection of science, art, and 
human perception. The building has been thought of as a container to allow the diverse 
range of programming and exhibits the most flexibility. Like the midwestern vernacular 
“machine-shed”, this container remains simple, honest, and performative. 

SEEING IN A NEW LIGHT





The exterior façade consists of three elements interacting with each other; 
the curtain wall, the metal panel, and the sunshades. The expression of each 
is dictated by the function happening within. Special focus was placed on 
maintaining views of the nearby river and landmarks, as well as keeping the 
window to wall ratio below 30%.

Elements of the Façade 



1          Wall Wash Light Fixture
2 Metal Stud Framing
3 Perforated Formed Metal Panel
4 Adjustable T-Girt and Air Space
5 Insulated Metal Panel
6 Removable Aluminum Plate Trim
7 Insulated Glazing Unit
8 Sunshade Support Bracket
9 Perforated Sunshade
10 Sill Mullion
11 Insulated Stainless Steel Foundation CoverFaçade Wall Section



Main Entry Approach / 9 AM

Gypsum Wall Board Custom Roll-Formed Perforated

Main Entry Approach / 5 PM Main Entry Approach / 9 PM



1          Gypsum Wall Board
2 Metal Stud Framing
3 Insulated Metal Panel
4 Integrated Metal Panel Carrier Girt
5 Adjustable T-Girt
6 Custom Roll-Formed Perforated Metal Panel

Illumination Details

Detail of Wall-wash Light Visible Through Metal Panel Perforations

The gentle sawtooth pattern of the façade is a reference to the metal machine sheds of the Midwest, while also giving the façade an approachable 
softness. One face of each sawtooth panel is perforated to give the building a different appearance depending on the viewing angle. Behind the sawtooth 
veneer panel, there is a simple and economical building envelope consisting of insulated metal panels on metal stud framing. At night, the cavity between 
the envelope and the veneer metal panel is illuminated, serving as a beacon to draw people to this developing part of the city. Marine grade alloy allows 
the aluminum panels to be left untreated, and therefore will patina with time. This process will celebrate natural science and remove the need for exterior 
paint and maintenance.



When views and light are beneficial, the aluminum sawtooth panels open to allow views out.  
These sunshades have been optimized, based on façade orientation, to eliminate glare in the main 
gallery space and remove the need for roller shades which would obscure sightlines to nearby 
landmarks. The perforation of the primary façade runs through the sunshades, visually tying the 
façade elements together.

Excessive Glare

Excessive Glare

Plan Simulation With Sunshade

Plan Simulation Without Sunshade

Fisheye Simulation With SunshadeSolar Shading

Fisheye Simulation Without Sunshade



Vertical Sunshades at Second Level Office Suite Custom Formed-corner Panels at Wall 
Termination
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BRIDGE PARK :: PARK BRIDGE 23-318
Omaha, NE 

BVH Architecture



A BRIDGE IN A PARK - A PARK IN A BRIDGE

The above statement captures the essence of the envisioned landscape that will project 
the ethos of the Heartwood Preserve. 

The intention of the landscape is to be an immersive environment enriched by sensitively 
designed landscapes, and thoughtfully considered programming; the pedestrian bridge 

can be a congruent link to the green spaces abutting Pacific Street. 

The bridge::park will be an immersive environment linking green spaces with a park that is 
a bridge and bridge that is a park.



The bridge::park utilizes 
simple gestures to connect 
to the designed pathways 
and topography. 

Circulation provides for 
accessible entry and exit 
points. Bikers can speed 
through the bridge::park 
and not put the safety of 
inhabitants or walkers in 
jeopardy. 

The space in between 
circulation routes is 
programmed with activities 
interlaced with vegetation, 
soft cape and 
hardscape. 



The sleek bridge::park connects the parkways abutting Pacific Street. A 
wood skin cloaks the bridge::park as a nod to the Heartwood Preserve.



Section A-A

Section B-B

Section C-C



A continuous pathway from the Heartland Greenway gently rises in 
elevation for a graceful ascent. The adjacent area can be programmed 
as a playground or as shown, an earthen amphitheater.

Section D-D



The immersive bridge environment allows people to play, inhabit or 
circulate on the bridge. The wood skin transforms the experience—
becoming more open from within the bridge::park.



The experience on the bridge is intentionally dynamic, offering several 
programmatic possibilities. One of those is a safe green space to play.



The approach from the north provides a graceful, accessible entrance to the 
bridge park.  A dramatic cantilevered look-out projects into the tree canopy.



The bridge::park integrates with the current pathway design while providing options for different uses. 
Applicable codes and agency requirements have been considered to meet bridge design standards.

Structural considerations preference readily-available precast concrete shapes for efficiency in cost and 
erection. Secondary steel framing and durable walkway surfaces compose the form-giving wood skin.
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23-306 Deadend Viaduct
Goodlife Architecture
Hastings Nebraska
Owner withheld



Existing Conditions

In 1936, a public works project was completed in the sleepy train town of 
Hastings, Nebraska. Although it wouldn't be mistaken for the Brooklyn 
Bridge, the concrete piers of the new Highway 281 viaduct had a subtle 
elegance to their form, and allowed vehicles to soar over one of the nation's 
busiest railroads when entering Hastings from points north. Eighty-five years 
later the highway had been moved and the once great crossing had not been 
maintained, to the point that City officials decided to have it demolished.



Proposed Solution

But even though the highway had long-since rerouted, many locals still 
depended on the viaduct as a local connector - and a key (unofficial) 
component of the recreational trail system. So when a remaining section of 
bridgework sat in extended purgatory while awaiting demolition permissions 
from the railroad authorities, a small band of citizens asked our firm to 
reimagine the ruin as a public amenity



Vicinity and Context



Slide DescriptionPlans and Section



Aerial View

Separated paths for pedestrians and cyclists follow the viaduct's curved 
approach up to the crossing, terminating at a vertical tower. Ascending, one is 
treated to a long view of the vast prairie horizon - a special treat at sunrise and 
sunset. 



Observation Platform

Providing a visual connection between the bridge and the tracks, a lower-deck 
observation platform offers a moment of respite for joggers and serves as a 
trainspotting destination for a surprising number of enthusiasts - local and 
tourist.



Slide DescriptionTrail Amenities



Slide DescriptionSection

At the tower's base, travelers interpret the enormity of the diesel engines 
from a short distance below the track at grade, and are free to continue their 
trek into the town center via a native-planted nature path, tracing the line of 
the formerly overhead bridge to a 5-point intersection of the City's municipal 
trail system.



Site Context Plan



Floor Plan
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23-316 Omaha Central Library
HDR w/ Alley Poyner Macchietto Architecture
Omaha, NE
Heritage Omaha
Kiewit
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23-216 WP ENGINE, TENANT IMPROVEMENT
ALLEY POYNER MACCHIETTO ARCHITECTURE
1229 MILLWORK AVE, SUITE 301 OMAHA, NE 68102
WP ENGINE & BLACK DOG MANAGEMENT 







23-216/ Interior



23-216 / Interior





23-216 / Interior
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Hubbard Center for Children
23-207
HDR / Michael P. Hamilton
8200 Dodge Street, Omaha, NE 68114
Children’s Hospital & Medical Center
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Sylvan Lake House
23-111
Firm Name: Actual Architecture Company
    original design by Min |Day
Project Location: Sylvan Lake, Alberta, Canada
Owner: Donovan & Joanne Nielsen
Contractor: Bowood Homes
Consultants:
    Wolsey Structural Engineering
    Pritchard Peck Lighting
    Lodgepole Landscape Design
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23-140 Wigton Heritage Center and McGoogan Health Sciences Library
HDR | Great Plains Studios
Omaha, NE
University of Nebraska Medical Center
Hausmann Construction
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23-119 DOUGLAS COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER
HDR I GREAT PLAINS STUDIO

OMAHA, NE
DOUGLAS COUNTY
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23-100 Cobalt Credit Union – Gretna Branch
HDR
Gretna, NE
Cobalt Credit Union
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23-128 Kiewit Luminarium
HDR Inc.
Omaha, NE
Omaha Discovery Trust















Container; One face of each sawtooth is perforated to give 
the building a different appearance depending on the 

viewing angle. At night, the cavity behind the metal panel is 
illuminated, serving as a beacon to draw people to this 

emptier part of the city.
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23-115 – Springfield Elementary
Alley Poyner Macchietto Architecture Omaha, 
Nebraska
Springfield Platteview Community Schools Boyd 
Jones Construction Co.



SOUTH FACADE
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1 School Building
2 Main Entrance
3 Drop-off and Pick-up Drive
4 Water Detention Pond
5 Play Area and Geothermal Well-Field
6 Outdoor Classroom
7 Baseball Field
8 Solar Panels
9 Secondary Entrances

9

9

9

Plan Key



SOUTH ELEVATION - DAY AND NIGHT





MAIN ENTRANCE



EXTERIOR WALKCLASSROOM LEARNING COMMONS RESOURCE ROOM CORRIDOR



COLONNADE



CLERESTORY



LEARNING SPACES



VIEW FROM SOUTHEAST



Architecture
Honor Award



MCC Auto Tech Facility 23-139 
Omaha, NE 

BVH Architecture
Metro Community College



North Perspective



North Perspective

CONTEXTUALITY

Located on the MCC South Omaha Campus, the new MCC Auto 
Tech Facility is a 100,000 square-foot building that serves as home 

of the College’s Automotive Technology and Automotive Collision 
Technology programs. The program facilitates key partnerships 

between the college and private industry partners such as Toyota, 
Scion, and Lexus.

The facility features state-of-the-art learning environments for MCC 
students, faculty, and staff that are spread over two floors. Hands-

on lab environments are located on the first floor of the facility and 
make up most of the building’s overall footprint while conventional 
classrooms, break areas, faculty and administrative offices, and a 

large showroom are located on the second floor. 



IDENTITY THROUGH ECONOMY

The project strived to connect back to the existing MCC South Omaha campus, both 
physically and visually, creating a holistic campus environment for the staff, students 

and visitors. At the same time, the new facility establishes a unique, distinguished 
identity, using simple, durable, quality materials utilized in compelling ways.

 



North Perspective

TRANSPARENCY

The design aims to create a center for educational excellence, by putting learning on display. 
With physical and visual connection between public and secure educational areas, future 
students and potential industry partners are able to observe the educational space safely 

from above.

Interior lounge spaces extend out from the building envelope into the adjacent landscape 
and connect back to the design of the connector building.







CONNECTIVITY

Ample glazing on second floor area provides views down onto the hands-on learning program 
spaces. Two glass bridges were designed to span over one side of the shop area to allow 360 

degree views down into the space. 
 

Light from the clerestories is shared and distributed among different programs located around 
the floor opening, helping to improve the learning environment in each space. The floor 
openings also allow for views into the primary educational areas and between multiple 

program spaces. 



BRANDING, RECRUITING & PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

MCC wants this building to be a show piece for the college and also a recruiting tool for future 
students. The brick entry wall at the primary entry provides a reference to the existing campus 

building and the materiality of all MCC campuses.  All retaining walls are kept low in front of the 
show room to provide clear views into the building. MCC’s branding elements, colors and 

signage are incorporated throughout the building.

  



BIOPHILIC DESIGN

Biophilic design operates over scales from touchable close-up materials, to the 
whole building organization and layout. Wood materials and wall coverings 

introduce biomorphic forms and patterns similar to what exists in nature. 
Acoustical ceiling elements are used throughout the building referencing 

natural organic arrangements. Glass bridges throughout the space are 
decorated with glass film patterned to mimic clouds.   

The purposeful incorporation of nature and biophilic elements allow users a 
reprieve from the heavily industrial elements they are working with on a daily 

basis, and aid the facility to achieve LEEDv4 Silver certification. 
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