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AIA Nebraska, A Society of the American Institute of Architects and the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln College of Architecture collaborated to create the Harry F. 
Cunningham, FAIA, Gold Medal for Architectural Excellence in the State of Nebraska.  
1994 was the inaugural year for the award. The Medal commemorates Harry F. 
Cunningham who took over the Nebraska State Capitol project, upon the death of 
Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue.  Cunningham subsequently established the first school of 
Architecture at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 
   
This year’s recipient is Don Polsky, AIA of Omaha. The Gold Medal is the highest honor 
that AIA Nebraska can bestow, and is awarded in recognition of the most distinguished 
achievement in architecture or service to the profession of architecture in the state of 
Nebraska. The Harry F. Cunningham, FAIA, Bronze Medal bears the same significance 
and is presented to a UN-L College of Architecture Student to recognize academic 
achievement in design, and a lasting promise in the profession. 
 
Don Polsky, AIA, pioneered the design-build delivery process, helped develop national 
AIA Policy on political endorsements, and has designed numerous award winning 
houses. 
 
Following college, Don served in the U.S. Air Force in French Morocco where he 
developed innovative construction techniques using surplus WW II materials to construct 
military housing facilities. 
 
During his apprenticeship with Richard Neutra in Los Angeles, he developed skills used 
to produce countless houses designed in a sophisticated, modern, California aesthetic. 
When Don started his own practice in 1956, he devised a new construction delivery 
method, using multiple-prime contracts that evolved into what we know today as 
“design-build.”  
 
At MCA Inc. in Universal City, California Don worked as the facility architect with 
Skidmore, Owings and Merrill’s John Merrill and other notable architects to coordinate 
projects for this 400-acre “city.” He designed theaters, parking garages, mock-ups, multi-
story warehouses and an on-site house for movie star Marlon Brando. 
 
In 1964, Polsky moved his practice to Omaha, bringing to Nebraska the California 
modern style developed in his post-Neutra years.  The numerous award-winning houses 
he has designed all reflect his passion and search for design excellence.   
 
As AIA Omaha president in 1968, Don helped build this organization into a proactive, 
dynamic force in the community.  He convinced the City Planning director to hire the 
Omaha AIA Chapter to develop a master plan for land in the proposed interstate corridor 
through the CDB. He produced a series of seminars on architectural photography, 



lighting and tensile structures, headlined by Julius Shulman, Hon, AIA that were 
replicated by other AIA chapters nationwide.  During the 1972 U.S. presidential 
campaign, Don served on a committee with AIA presidents, Max Urbon and Scott 
Ferebee to establish a policy on AIA endorsements for presidential candidate. Polsky 
served as AIA Nebraska in 1976.     
 
In Omaha, Polsky led efforts to create the Siena/Francis House, a facility used to house, 
feed and train over 250 homeless people.  Through Landmarks, Inc. he spearheaded 
efforts to preserve and document Omaha’s architectural heritage. 
 
Don currently teaches design at the University of Nebraska College of Architecture, 
sharing his energy and creativity to benefit countless future architects.      
 
 
       
 




















































