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AIA Nebraska 
P.O. Box 80045
Lincoln, NE 68501-0045

Dear Selection Committee:
I would like to nominate Neil Astle, FAIA of Astle / Ericson & Associates for the Harry F. Cunningham 

Gold Medal. 
Neil Astle was actively involved in his profession as a practicing architect at the very highest level, a 

participant in community design activities, and a professor of architecture, planning, and design.  As a visiting 
lecturer at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the Rhode Island School of Design and the University of Utah 
Graduate School of Architecture, Neil began to articulate the concepts of design as a process and programming 
as an essential element in that process. 

He served as the director of the University of Nebraska’s Urban Programs in Omaha, as director 
and member of the board of the Omaha Community Design Center as well as the University of Nebraska 
coordinator of University Affairs related to the urban environment.  

From 1968-1981, Neil received the following design awards: six AIA Nebraska, five AIA Central States, 
one AIA Omaha and two Architectural Record "Awards of Excellence."  His work has been published both 
nationally and internationally in over 24 publications, from Berlin to Tokyo.  Of the seven competitions Neil 
entered, he won three first place, one second place and two honorable mentions.  
 I firmly believe through Neil Astle’s many lifetime achievements in design, he is a strong nominee for 
the Harry F. Cunningham Gold Medal. 

Sincerely, 

Donald P. Polsky, FAIA



BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Neil Astle, FAIA, Principal

Date of Birth: June 14, 1933
Date of Application: October 6, 1965
Date of Registration: November 19, 1965
Deceased: March 13, 2000

Education
Bachelor of Fine Arts, University of Utah, 1955
Bachelor of Architecture, University of Utah, 1958
Master of Architecture and Planning, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1959

Professional Status
Fellow, American Institute of Architects, 1983
Registered Professional Architect: Nebraska, Utah, Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Iowa, South 
Dakota, Wyoming
N.C.A.R.B. Certificate, 1964

Academic Experience
1985, Visiting Speaker, Arizona State University(Urban Planning)
1984, Visiting Speaker, Hyde Lecture, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
1982-1984, Visiting Lecturer and Adjunct Professor, University of Utah
1973-1976, Originator and Director, Urban Programs Omaha, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
1964-1973, Visiting Professor, Lecturer and Critic, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
1963-1964, Assistant Professor, Urban Design and Architecture, Rhode Island School of Design
Director, Urban Programs Omaha (Combining University of Nebraska-Lincoln; University of Nebraska-
Omaha; Design Professionals; and Students)
Director, Community Design Center, Omaha

Partial List of Publications/Awards 1964-1987
1983
AIA Utah Honor Award, Desoto Wildlife Refuge and Visitors’ Center/ Bertrand Museum

Underground Building Design, Commercial & Industrial Structures: Underground Space Center, 
University of Minnesota

1982
AIA Western Mountain Region Honor Award, Student Services Building, University of Utah

Mid May, AIA Journal: Benedictine Monastery, Schuyler, NE

May, Architectural Record: Desoto Wildlife Refuge and Visitors’ Center, IA-NE

Spring, Faith & Form: National Architectural Design Awards, Chicago, Benedictine Mission House, 
Schuyler, NE

AIA Western Mountain Region Honor Award, Desoto Wildlife Refuge and Visitors’ Center/ Bertrand 
Museum

1981
March, Progressive Architecture, Benedictine Mission House, Schuyler, NE



1981 cntd.'
AIA Nebraska Honor Award, Desoto Wildlife Refuge and Visitors’ Center/ Bertrand Museum

AIA Central States Honor Award, Desoto Wildlife Refuge and Visitors’ Center/ Bertrand Museum

AIA Central States Honor Award, Benedictine Monastery, Schuyler, NE

IFRAA National Conference on Religion, Art and Architecture, Benedictine Monastery

AIA Nebraska Honor Award, Benedictine Monastery

1979
AIA Nebraska Honor Award, Urban Renewal/Midlands Mall, City of Council Bluffs, IA

1978
December, Progressive Architecture, Midlands Mall, Council Bluffs, IA

July-August, Architectural Digest, Morehead Residence, Falls City, NE

June, Toshi-Jutaku, Urban Housing, Ball Residence, Omaha, NE

Spring, House Beautiful, Building Manual, Ball Residence, Omaha, NE

Concrete, Reinforcing Steel Institute, Midlands Mall, Council Bluffs, IA

February, Heft, Berliner Bauwirtschaft, Myott Park Apartments, Omaha, NE

1977
Summer, The Iowan, Midlands Mall, Council Bluffs, IA

Summer, The Iowan, Desoto Wildlife Refuge and Visitors’ Center/ Bertrand Museum

1977 cntd.'
May, Architectural Record, Ball Residence, Omaha, NE

Schluntz Publication, Architecture Nebraska, Ball Residence, Omaha, NE

August, Nikkei Architecture, Ball Residence, Omaha, NE

AIA Nebraska, New Architecture in Nebraska:
 Tollefson Residence, Wausa, NE
 Morehead Residence, Falls City, NE
 Milltown Village Multi-Family Housing, Omaha, NE
 Astle Residence, Omaha, NE
 Flansberg Residence, Omaha, NE
 Ball Residence, Omaha, NE
 Myott Park Apartments, Omaha, NE

1976
The New Downtowns, Midlands Mall, Council Bluffs, IA

AIA Nebraska Honor Award, Midlands Mall

AIA Nebraska Merit Award, Morehead Residence

AIA Central States First Honor Award, Midlands Mall-Urban Renewal

AIA Central States Honor Award, Myott Park Housing

1975
AIA Nebraska First Honor Award, Ball Residence



1975 cntd.'
October, Progressive Architecture, Myott Park Apartments, Omaha, NE

May, Journal of Housing, Midlands Mall, Council Bluffs, IA

AIA Central States Honorable Mention, Collignon Residence

AIA Central States Honorable Mention, Stafford Residence

1974
AIA Nebraska Honor Award, Milltown Village

1972
May, Progressive Architecture, Collignon Residence, Council Bluffs, IA

Architectural Record: Record Houses of 1972, Tollefson Residence, Wausa, NE

1971
AIA Nebraska Honor Award, Tollefson Residence

1970
19th & 20th Century Art, Astle Residence, Omaha, NE

1970, Architectural Record: Book of Vacation Homes, Tollefson Residence, Wausa, NE

1969
AIA Nebraska Merit Award, Flansburg Residence, Omaha, NE

1968
AIA Omaha Honor Award, Astle Residence

AIA Nebraska Honor Award, Astle Residence

May, Progressive Architecture, Astle Residence, Omaha, NE

April, American Home, Astle Residence, Omaha, NE

1964
November, Regional Shopping Center Design Competition, Rhode Island School of Design

1963
February, Elementary School Design Competition, Omaha, NE



TOLLEFSON RESIDENCE
WAUSA, NEBRASKA



CONTRIBUTIONS TO NEBRASKA ARCHITECTURE
The following are a collection of selected quotes by a handful of people that recognized Neil Astle's 
work, from former clients to well-known architects of his time.
  

"Neil Astle expressed a lifelong teaching and passion for making architecture." 
- Donald P. Polsky, 2002 Harry F. Cunningham Gold Medal Winner

"A goal in designing the Benedictine Mission House was to create an energy-efficient facility employing 
passive systems without compromising natural light and exterior views." 
- Underground Building Design, University of Minnesota, 1983

"This (Benedictine Mission House) is a large, new monastic complex, bringing together work, worship, 
and all the other elements of living.  It is imbedded in the rolling prairie- energy conscious and snug."  
- National Architectural Design Awards juror

"Neil Astle has always had a way with wood.  The integration of wood and concrete at the Mission 
House carries on that tradition…vaguely reminiscent of Louis Kahn’s Salk Institute."  
- Progressive Architecture, March 1981

"Earthwork also marches up to meet the chapel in stepped terraces with some visual recall of Aztec or 
Mayan forms."
- Progressive Architecture, March 1981, Benedictine Mission House

"Viewing the Mission House across a Nebraska landscape, it would be difficult to imagine a more 
hauntingly right solution.  It belongs, and enhances."
- Progressive Architecture, March 1981

"Its classical lines softened by the color of natural wood, the Morehead House, by Omaha architect Neil 
Astle, maintains its separateness from the landscape while still respecting the grand scale of the rolling 
Nebraska prairie." 
- Frank Israel, Architectural Digest, July-August 1978



BENEDICTINE MONASTERY
SCHUYLER, NEBRASKA
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ARCHITECTsrandy brown

July 29, 2008
        

AIA Nebraska 
P.O. Box 80045
Lincoln, NE 68501-0045
 
Dear Selection Committee:

I enthusiastically support the nomination of Neil Astle for the Harry F. Cunningham Gold 
Medal.  Working as a young architect in the State of Nebraska, I have been inspired by  
Astle’s work.  His understanding of sustainable methods, use of materials, craftsmanship, 
and most importantly, his attention to detail, made Neil Astle one of the most forward-
thinking architects in the State of Nebraska during his practice from 1968 and 2000.  

Neil’s innovative work with sustainability has been an important aspect of the 
development of modern design in this state.  For example, the Benedictine Monastery 
near Schuyler, Nebraska utilized green building methods far ahead of their time.  The 
building is set into the rolling countryside and responds to the aesthetic and climactic 
forces of the site.  The earth-covered roof allows for the building to blend with the 
Nebraskan landscape and the earth-bermed walls on the periphery protect the 
building from strong winter winds.  This important project was recognized with a 1981 AIA 
Nebraska Honor Award and a 1981 AIA Central States Honor Award, in addition to garnering 
many other awards and attention in publications.  

Not only was his work very personal, but he developed long-lasting relationships with his 
clients.  Dale Ball of the Midlands Corporation, for whom Astle produced many projects,  
stated “…the single, most important decision I made in the whole process was selecting 
Neil Astle as architect…” 

Astle won numerous design awards including two Architectural Record "Record Houses" 
awards.  In addition, his buildings were featured in national and international publications.  
Astle buildings were featured in Progressive Architecture magazine three times and in the 
Architectural Record magazine four times. 

I am honored to show my support for Neil Astle for this important award.  I strongly believe 
that his legacy in the State of Nebraska much deserves this recognition.  

Sincerely,

Randy Brown, FAIA,  LEED-AP
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MILLTOWN VILLAGE
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